REVIEW OF THE RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF OBEDIENCE TRIALS
1. GENERAL RULES INCLUDING GLOSSARY
1.1 DOGS SA
Proposal: 

Table of Contents

Number the items listed in the “TABLE OF CONTENTS”, and use same format for all sections, clauses and sub-clauses.

e.g.

Subject 








Page No.

INTRODUCTION……………………………………………………………..6

GENERAL……………..……………………………………………………   6

TITLES…………………………………………………………………… …..6

Class Title……………………………………………………………………  7

Champion Title……………………………………………………………….7

Grand Champion Title………………………………………………… ……7

etc.

(please note: The naming of the subject matter to be the same in the “TABLE OF CONTENTS” as it appears in the relevant section, hence the use of capital letters for the main headings, i.e. as it appears later within the document, and the addition of the word “Title” after “Class” and “Champion” in the above example.)
Rationale: Some attempt has been made to number sections within the body of the document in the past– the task should be completed.

Any interrogation of the rules is made much simpler with a sound numbering  system for sections, clauses and sub-clauses, and a considerable effort should be made in this direction.

2. TITLES
2.1 DOGS WEST
Current: Champion Title
The Canine Control will receive applications for the title of OBEDIENCE CHAMPION O.CH. in connection with each dog which, having gained its Utility Dog (U.D.) title, thereafter gains a further five scores in the Utility ring of 185 points or better (qualifying score) under at least three different judges.

Or
The Canine Control will receive applications for the title of Obedience Champion O.CH. in connection with each dog which, having gained its Utility Dog Excellent (U.D.X.) Title gains an additional two (2) qualifications in U.D.X. of 185 points or better (qualifying score) under two (2) different judges

Proposal:
Add Or
The Canine Control will receive applications for the title of Obedience Champion O.CH. in connection with each dog which, having gained its Utility Dog Excellent (U.D.X.) Title gains an additional five (5) qualifications in U.D.X. of 185 points or better (qualifying score) under two (2) different judges
The Canine Control will, upon approval of such Title and payment of the prescribed fee, issue to the applicant an Australian National Kennel Council OBEDIENCE CHAMPION Certificate. The title of OBEDIENCE CHAMPION ‘O.CH.' is to appear before the name of the dog.
The Member Body will receive applications for the title of “Dual Champion” in connection with each dog which, having gained it title of Conformation Champion and Obedience Champion (O. CH.)

2.2 DOGS WEST
Proposal: Grand Champion Title:

The Canine Control will receive applications for the title of OBEDIENCE GRAND CHAMPION (O.GR.CH.) in connection with each dog, having gained its Obedience Champion Title (O.CH.) and its Utility Dog Excellent (U.D.X.)Title, thereafter gains a further five scores in the Utility Excellent ring of 185 points or better (qualifying score) under at least three different Judges.

The Canine Control will, upon approval of such Title and payment of the prescribed fee, issue to the applicant an Australian National Kennel Council Ltd OBEDIENCE GRAND CHAMPION Certificate. The title of OBEDIENCE GRAND CHAMPION ‘O.GR.CH.' is to appear before the name of the dog.

3. CLASSES
3.1 DOGS WEST

Proposal:  All classes must be available for competition at the Trial and included on the trial schedule unless special permission is granted by the Canine Control. No classes other than the following shall be provided or withdrawn without the special permission of the Canine Control.

Current: COMMUNITY COMPANION DOG CLASS: For dogs, six months of age or over, and of either sex which are not eligible for the title of ‘Community Companion Dog’ (C.C.D.). Under no circumstances except where an application for a C.C.D. Title has been rejected on a technicality, shall a dog, which has gained a qualifying score in a Novice Class, be eligible to compete in the Community Companion Dog Class. A dog is not permitted to compete in the Community Companion Dog Class and a Novice Class at the same trial.

NOVICE CLASS: For dogs, six months of age or over, and of either sex which are not eligible for the title of ‘Companion Dog' (C.D.). Under no circumstances except where an application for a C.D. Title has been rejected on a technicality, shall a dog which has competed in an Open Class be eligible to compete in the Novice Class.

OPEN CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of 'Companion Dog' (C.D.) in Novice Class.

UTILITY CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of 'Companion Dog Excellent' (C.D.X.) in Open Class.

3.2 DOGS WEST
Current: UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of ‘Utility Dog’ (U.D.) in Utility Class.

Proposal: 
(f)
UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of 'Companion Dog Excellent' (C.D.X.) in Open Class. or ‘Utility Dog’ (U.D.) in Utility Class
NOTES:

A dog which has gained sufficient awards to qualify for the title of C.D., C.D.X. or U.D. shall NOT be eligible to compete in a higher class at an Obedience Trial until such time as the owner/s have lodged an application for recognition of the title with the Canine Control in the State or Territory in which the registered owner/s reside,

Qualifications up to, and including, the date of closing of entry shall count as eligibility to compete in any Class.

Rationale:
These tests are set out as obedience tests not agility exercises. The pathway to Obedience Champion or Obedience Grand Champion should not mandate jumping. By taking out the necessity of trialling in the UD class the dog can go through the classes without having to jump.

4. EXHIBITS
4.1 DOGS SA
Entry Number
Current: The handler must be provided with the dog’s catalogue number which must be worn where it can clearly be seen. In the case of multiple entry, only one entry number to be visible whilst in the ring.

Proposal: The handler must be provided with the dog’s catalogue number which must be worn where it can clearly be seen. In the case of multiple entry, only the number pertaining to that particular entry is to be visible whilst in the ring.
Rationale: Current rule not specific enough. “only one entry number” could be taken to mean any entry number. 

4.2 DOGS NSW
Fouling

Current: A dog which fouls at any time while it is under the control of the Judge must be penalised. The penalty on each occasion shall be 5% of the total points for the class. The deductions must be recorded as 'penalties for misbehaviour' and deducted from the total score.

Proposal: Fouling

A dog which fouls at any time while it is under the control of the Judge must will be penalised  disqualified.
The penalty on each occasion shall be 5% of the total points for the class. The deductions must be recorded as 'penalties for misbehaviour' and deducted from the total score.

Rationale: In other dog disciplines, e.g. Rally O and Agility competitions, the rule for fouling while under the judge’s control is disqualification.

Should a dog foul the ring it is a distinct disadvantage to all dogs which follow.
4.3 DOGS SA

Proposal: 

A dog which fouls at any time while it is under the control of the Judge must be disqualified.

Rationale: To bring Obedience rules in line with Rally, Agility and DWD.  In each of these disciplines fouling the ring leads to disqualification.
4.4 DOGS SA

Removal of a Dog

Current: The Judge must order the removal and disqualification from all Trial Competition on the day any dog that attacks, and must lodge a report with the Member Body. The Judge may order the removal from competition of any dog, which does not obey its Handler, any Handler who openly interferes wilfully with another competitor or a competitor’s dog or whose behaviour is objectionable, and must exclude from

competition any dog, which the Judge considers unfit or physically unable to compete.

Proposal: Removal of a Dog

The Judge must order the removal and disqualification from all Trial Competition on the day any dog that attacks, and must lodge a report with the Member Body. The Judge may order the removal from competition of any dog, which does not obey its Handler, any Handler who openly interferes wilfully with another competitor or a competitor’s dog or whose behaviour is objectionable, and must exclude from competition any dog, which the Judge considers unfit to compete, represents a threat to other dogs or handlers, or physically unable to compete.  A report must be lodged with the State Body representative as soon as practicable and no later than the end of the trial.

Rationale:  The safety of handlers and their dogs is of paramount importance. The proposal would allow the Judge to remove from the ring any dog which they believe poses a threat to the safety of another dog or handler.

4.5 DOGS VIC

Withdrawal of Dog 

Current: A dog may be withdrawn during judging of the individual exercises with the consent of the Judge, but must not take any further part in that class. Should a competitor choose to withdraw after the individual exercises, they should inform the Judge or Steward prior to the commencement of the Group exercises. 

Proposal: Withdrawal of Dog: 

A dog may be withdrawn during judging of the individual exercises with the consent of the Judge, but must not take any further part in that class, except where required as a stand in dog in a group exercise. Should a competitor choose to withdraw after the individual exercises, they should inform the Judge or Steward prior to the commencement of the Group exercises. 

Rationale: Procedural change. Sometimes we require a dog for group exercises and it needs to be made clear that a withdrawn dog can still be a non-competitive stand in dog. 
4.6 DOGS SA
Proposal: Withdrawal of Dog

Should a competitor choose to withdraw after the individual exercises, they shall inform the Judge of Steward prior to the commencement of the Group exercises.

Rationale: To gain some level of respect for the Judge and the remaining competitors. 

Avoid the time wasting in trying to ascertain whether or not Competitor X is wishing to participate. 

5. EXHIBITORS AND HANDLERS
5.1 DOGS WEST

Current: Additional Commands
If a Judge considers that, but for an additional command the dog would not have performed the Principle Feature of the exercise, it will receive a non-qualifying score.
Proposal: Additional Commands
If a Judge considers that, but for an additional command the dog would not have performed the Principle Feature of the exercise, it will receive a non-qualifying score except in the CCD class  where occasional verbal encouragement and praise may be given to the dog without penalty
Rationale: Verbal encouragement in the introductory trialling class would help beginner dog and handler teams to overcome nerves. CCD is not a compulsory class and this can encourage people to enter trials. Note section 10. (e) in the GUIDE TO JUDGES will also need to be changed as will the description of exercise and scoring for CCD class page 18

5.2 DOGS QLD

Commands

Current: Paragraph 5:

A voice command and a signal may be given, but must be used simultaneously.  A signal should be a single gesture of the arms and/or hands only, which must be promptly returned to their pre-command position.

Proposal:

A voice command and a signal may be given, but must be used simultaneously.  A signal should be a single gesture of the arms, hands, and/or leg only, which must be promptly returned to their pre-command position.

Rationale: The ANKC and Member Bodies must be seen to be inclusive of all handlers in today’s society.  Where a Handler may have a physical issue with using their arms/hands they should still be given the opportunity to incorporate a signal as well as a verbal command where permitted in the exercise.  The use of a leg to give a command has been a part of dog sports in other countries for quite some time with great success.

5.3 DOGS QLD

Proposal: Paragraph 5
A voice command and a signal may be given, but must be used simultaneously.  A signal should be a single gesture of the arms and/or hands only, which must be promptly returned to their pre-command position.  The arms and/or hands may be returned to a different position but, once there may not be moved again during that portion of the exercise.
Rationale: Most of the exercises in Obedience consist of multiple components and it is unreasonable and unnecessarily regimented to not permit the arms/hands to move position.  Handlers are not expected to act in a stiff, military type body action.  As long as there is no arm/hand movement while the dog is performing the commanded action there is no reason why different placement cannot be accepted.  With numbers declining in Obedience Trials we need to make this sport more user friendly while still keeping the integrity of the work performed.

5.4 DOGS VIC

Entering the Ring

Current: On the Steward's call of the dog's catalogue number, the Handler will enter the Ring with the dog on lead and stand near the "Starting Peg" on whichever side preferred, except for Group exercises when the Handlers will take up position in close vicinity of the stay pegs.

Proposal: Entering the Ring: On the Steward's call of the dog's catalogue number, the Handler will enter the Ring with the dog on lead and stand near the "Starting marker" on whichever side preferred, except for Group exercises when the Handlers will take up position with their right foot next to the stay marker.

Rationale:  Create consistency with the revision of the Peg glossary entry.
5.5 DOGS ACT
Proposal: Entering the ring – clarifies that dog will sit at heel on entering the ring.
On the Steward's call of the dog's catalogue number, the Handler will enter the Ring with the dog on lead and stand near the "Starting Peg" on whichever side preferred, and sit the dog in the heel position. , except The exception is for Group exercises when the Handlers will take up position in close vicinity of the stay pegs. Unless otherwise stated in the description of an exercise, the dog must be sitting in the heel position before the exercise commences.
Rationale: The current Rules do not require that the dog sit at heel at the starting peg after entering the ring or be sitting at the commencement of each exercise except in the directed retrieve exercises in Open and UD, the scent discrimination exercise in UD and the multiple retrieve exercise in UDX. This change makes it clear that the dog must sit at heel before an exercise commences unless the description of exercise states otherwise.

5.6 DOGS QLD
Proposal:  New Addition

On the steward’s call of the dog’s catalogue number, the Handler will enter the Ring with the dog on lead and stand near the ‘Starting Peg’ on whichever side preferred, except for Group exercises when the Handlers will take up position in close vicinity of the stay pegs.  For those classes where all the exercises are done with the dog off lead the dog may, when entering and exiting the ring, wear a collar or harness with lead attached, or slip lead.  

Rationale: Most of the other dog sports, where the dog works off lead, as well as a collar have incorporated the use of a harness or slip lead when a dog is entering or exiting the ring.  These choices are used quite successfully.  This gives Handlers a more suitable choice of control for their particular breeds or temperament types.

Consequential Change

Equipment - Collars and Leads

All dogs must have a slip or fixed collar which fits loosely around only the dog’s neck or a harness or slip lead which may be quickly removed and replaced and which must remain on the dog at all times.

5.7 DOGS VIC
Failure to Leave the Starting Peg 

Current: Should the dog require more than two commands to leave the Starting Peg in any one exercise, it must be declared unmanageable and receive a Zero score for that exercise or part exercise, whichever is applicable. 

Proposal: Failure to Leave the Starting Peg: 

Should the dog require more than two commands to leave the Starting Peg in any one exercise, it must receive a Zero score for that exercise or part exercise, whichever is applicable.

[image: image4.png]


Rationale: A dog is not necessarily unmanageable just because it sits at the starting post. It should just be given a penalty. 
5.8 DOGS SA
Training Aids in the Ring 

Current: No food or visible or audible aids carried or worn by the Handler, or Training Aids (ball, ‘bumbags’, toys, dummies etc.) will be taken into the Ring by the Handler. 

Penalty – Disqualification

Proposal: No food or visible or audible aids carried or worn by the Handler, or Training Aids (ball, ‘bumbags’, toys, dummies, tug leads etc) will be taken into the Ring by the Handler. 

Penalty – Disqualification

Rationale:  Only standard leads should be taken into the ring and should not be used as toys.

6. JUDGING PROCEDURES
6.1 DOGS NSW
Breaking from Position

Current: When a dog sits or moves all four (4) feet after the command "Stay”' in the Stand for Examination, Stand Free for Examination, Group Examination, and the Stand position for the Speak on Command, Food Refusal, Signal Exercises and Distance Control or rolls onto its back during the Down Stay, it is deemed to have broken from position.

Proposal: Breaking from Position:

When a dog sits or moves all four (4) feet after the command "Stay”' in the Stand for Examination, Stand Free for Examination, Group Examination, and the Stand position for the Speak on Command, Food Refusal, Signal Exercises and Distance Control or rolls onto its back during the Down Stay, it is deemed to have broken from position.

If a dog lifts to settle itself or to roll onto a hip and "shows air" in the process during the Down Stay, as long as the dog does not move off the position where it was left there shall be no deduction. If the dog continually lifts or rolls from hip to hip, it shall be deemed as fidgeting.

Rationale:
Clarification of judging of a dog which “shows air” during a Down stay – whether there is a deduction.

Currently, there is nothing in the rule book that clearly states whether a dog that "shows air" while settling or rolling onto a hip should receive any deduction. Some Judges will mark Zero, others will allow that the dog is just settling itself. Also, the conformation of different breeds means that some dogs need to "show air" eg, Doberman, GSP, Viszla etc while others do not eg, Golden Retriever, Border Collie etc. This addition to the rule gives the Judge clarification and will give equity across all breeds.

6.2 DOGS NSW
Examinations:

Current: For all examinations the Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front. In examining the dog, the Judge will touch those parts of the dog's body detailed in the exercise description for each class. This is a temperament test so undue pressure must not be exerted on the dog's shoulders, back or hips to test for 'stability'. Where stand-in dog/s are required for the Utility and Utility Dog Excellent 'Group Examination', the stand-in dog/s must not be examined.

Proposal: Examinations

For all examinations the Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front. In examining the dog, the Judge will touch those parts of the dog's body detailed in the exercise description for each class. This is a temperament test so undue pressure must not be exerted on the dog's shoulders, back or hips to test for 'stability'. Where stand-in dog/s are required for the Utility and Utility Dog Excellent 'Group Examination', the stand-in dog/s must not be examined. Dogs entered in these classes are not stand-in dogs and are entitled to be examined.

Rationale: Clarification that dogs entered in these classes are not stand-in dogs and are entitled to be examined.

6.3 DOGS NSW

Change of Position:

Current: No request for a change of position in Group exercises will be allowed.

Proposal: Change of Position (see also Group Exercises)

No request for a change of position in Group exercises will be allowed except in the case of where one handler has more than one dog qualifying in the class.

Rationale: Modify rules for group exercises for handler with more than one qualifying dog in class 

In the past when the entries of competitors were higher than now, it was normal to have more than Two Group Stays, to accommodate the number of dogs competing. Now this is rare.

• It is unfair to give a dog to an unfamiliar handler for the Group Stays.

• It means that the dog is not on the same level playing field, as the other competitors.

• It is unreasonable to expect a dog to be comfortable with anyone else other than its

own trainer and handler.

• It puts too much responsibility on the unfamiliar handler.

• It can be dangerous when the unfamiliar handler is not aware of how to handle the dog, if a situation arises.

• The dog has an added distraction on seeing his own handler returning to the other dog.

• In the Introduction section, it is stated that “Obedience trials demonstrate the dog and handler's ability to work together with precision and publicly showcase the training that has been undertaken to achieve this". This certainly is not the case when a dog has to be given to someone else to finalise its round.

6.4 DOGS NSW
Group Exercises
Current: Group Exercises must consist of a minimum of three (3) dogs and a maximum of ten (10) dogs and must be judged by the same person who officiated in the individual exercises segment of the Trial. Each dog must have a separate Handler for the Group Exercises. If there are insufficient entrants the Judge will ask the Steward to furnish stand-in dogs to make up a Group. These dogs must be left on lead and the Handler must stay next to the dog in the heel position. Unless an exhibitor has multiple entries an exhibit must be handled by the one competitor for all exercises. In extreme weather conditions the Judge shall consider using areas of shade where practical to conduct the group stay exercises.

The distance between dogs for all group exercises must be approximately two and a half (2.5) metres.

Proposal: 
Group Exercises must consist of a minimum of three (3) dogs and a maximum of ten (10) dogs and must be judged by the same person who officiated in the individual exercises segment of the Trial. Each dog must have a separate Handler for the Group Exercises. If there are insufficient entrants the Judge will ask the Steward to furnish stand-in dogs to make up a Group. These dogs must be left on lead and the Handler must stay next to the dog in the heel position. Unless an exhibitor has multiple entries an An exhibit must be handled by the one competitor for all exercises. In extreme weather conditions the Judge shall consider using areas of shade where practical to conduct the group stay exercises.

The distance between dogs for all group exercises must be approximately two and a half (2.5) metres.

Rationale:  
Modify rules for group exercises for handler with more than one qualifying dog in class 

In the past when the entries of competitors were higher than now, it was normal to have more than Two Group Stays, to accommodate the number of dogs competing. Now this is rare.

• It is unfair to give a dog to an unfamiliar handler for the Group Stays.

• It means that the dog is not on the same level playing field, as the other competitors.

• It is unreasonable to expect a dog to be comfortable with anyone else other than its

own trainer and handler.

• It puts too much responsibility on the unfamiliar handler.

• It can be dangerous when the unfamiliar handler is not aware of how to handle the dog, if a situation arises.

• The dog has an added distraction on seeing his own handler returning to the other dog.

• In the Introduction section, it is stated that “Obedience trials demonstrate the dog and handler's ability to work together with precision and publicly showcase the training that has been undertaken to achieve this". This certainly is not the case when a dog has to be given to someone else to finalise its round.

6.5 DOGS ACT

Proposal: Group Exercises - insert new rule after Group Exercises

Excluding dogs from Group Exercises

Where a Judge considers that it would be unsafe for a dog or dogs to take part in or continue to take part in a Group Exercise, the Judge shall advise the handler or handlers that the dog or dogs are not permitted to take part in or continue to take part in the exercise and the handler or handlers shall not take part in or continue to take part in the exercise. In considering whether it would be unsafe for a dog or dogs to take part in or continue to take part in an exercise, a Judge may consider any relevant matter including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) the conduct of the dog or dogs leading up to or during the exercise, including conduct that occurs anywhere in the precincts of the trial rings;

(b) the effect or likely effect of that conduct on other dogs taking part in the exercise;

  (c)  the conduct of the handler or handlers of the dog or dogs leading up to or during the exercise;

      (d) the likelihood of harm being caused to dogs, handlers or trial officials.

Rationale: 

In recent times there has been much discussion about the safety or dogs, handlers and trial officials in Group Exercises. Despite being advised against doing so, some handlers still insist on taking part in Group Exercises when their dogs are not stable enough to do so and, regrettably, when their dogs are showing signs of aggression or are in an agitated state leading up to the exercises. While a Judge has the inherent power to refuse to allow a dog to take part in a Group Exercise where it is obvious that it may be unsafe to other dogs and handlers and trial officials to do so, the time has arrived to write this into the Rules to give Judges the clear and express authority to do so. The Judge also needs to be able to exclude a dog from a Group Exercise before the dogs are led into the ring. The current powers of a judge to remove a dog from a ring (7. EXHIBITS - Removal of a Dog) do not deal clearly or adequately with the situations intended to be covered by this proposal.

6.6 DOGS WEST

Proposal: Group Exercises

Delete the requirement for stand in dogs and allow separate group stays for handlers with multiple qualifying dogs

Group Exercises:

Group Exercises must have a maximum of ten (10) dogs and must be judged by the same person who officiated in the individual exercises segment of the Trial. Qualifying exhibits must be handled by the one competitor for all exercises. In extreme weather conditions the Judge shall consider using areas of shade where practical to conduct the group stay exercises.

Rationale: There is no need for dogs to have extra dogs around them in the group exercises to prove they can cope with the exercise. If only one or two dogs are available for the groups then stewards and judges should not be expected to hold up the trial whilst trying to find stand in dogs. If a handler has multiple entries on a qualifying score, an extra stay exercise should be held to allow a handler to handle their own dog. It can be very stressful to both dog and owner to have a stranger taking over when their owner is in the ring commanding another dog.

6.7 DOGS QLD

Group Exercises 
Proposal: That the Group Stays be deleted from all Obedience classes.

Rationale:

The historical reasoning for these exercises is no longer applicable in today’s society.  It is not only against local council regulations to leave a dog unattended in a public place but it is unsafe to do so as the dog may not be there when the handler returns.

Also, dogs working in a group, means that one dog may be put at risk because of the lack of training and/or stability in another dog.  Why should one dog which has been trained to stay be affected, possibly by injury and/or mental stress, by another dog which has not been trained as well.

However, it is still an essential part of a dog’s role in the family to be able to reliably hold a stay position, whether it be in a sit, stand or down and accordingly it is Proposal that a new Stay exercise be introduced in the individual exercises in each class, in place of the Group Stays.

The amount of time required to do the Stay Exercise in the individual exercises will be closely in line with the amount of time used for the dogs to do the present Group Stays.  The time taken to gather competitors (quite often having to wait because a handler is in another ring), getting them assembled, into the ring, the judge addressing them and then doing the stays (working on 10 dogs) would be very similar to 10 dogs doing the individual Stay Exercise.  Therefore, overall there will be no addition in time to the running of the trial.

Proposal: The points allocated for the Group Stays will be redistributed as follows:

CCD – new Stay exercise in the individual exercises is worth 30 points.  No overall change.

CD – new Stay exercise and Send Around Cone exercise in the individual exercises are worth 30 points each.

CDX – new Stay exercise in the individual exercises is worth 30 points.  Make Heel Free exercise worth 40 points, Retrieve on the Flat worth 25 points and Broad Jump/Distance Control worth 25 points.

UD – new Stay exercise in the individual exercises is worth 25 points.  Make the two parts of Directed Jumping worth 25 points each.

UDX – new Stay exercise in the individual exercises is worth 10 points.  No overall change.

6.8 DOGS WEST

Order of Judging  
Current: All exercises must be judged in the same order as the exercises listed in the rule book 
Proposal: Order of Judging 

All exercises may be judged in the order of the Judge’s preference with the exception of the CCD class. CCD will be judged in the order of the rule book. Seekback in UD and UDX must be performed first in the test. The group exercises must be performed at the conclusion of the ring work for each class. The order of judging will be the same for all competitors
Rationale: This would provide variety to handlers, dogs, spectators and judges thereby making the tests a little more interesting and adding enjoyment to competitors

6.9 DOGS NSW
Substantially within the Prescribed Area

Current: A dog which does not sit with its body substantially within the prescribed area, i.e. it has two or more legs outside the area, or fails to sit in the prescribed area, shall be given a zero score for that part of the exercise. Where a dog has a minor part of its body, such as only one leg, outside the prescribed area, it shall receive a minor deduction. Where a dog requires a command to sit in the prescribed area it shall receive a substantial deduction.

Proposal: Substantially within the Prescribed Area (UD):

A dog which does not sit with its body substantially within the prescribed area, i.e. it has two or more legs outside the area, or fails to sit in the prescribed area, shall be given a zero score for that part of the exercise. Where a dog has a minor part of its body, such as only one leg, outside the prescribed area, it shall receive a minor deduction. Where a dog requires a command to sit in the prescribed area it shall receive a substantial deduction.

Rationale:  (See also Substantially within the Nominated Area)

Substantially within the Prescribed Area
Add (UD) for clarification

6.10 DOGS SA
Proposal: Substantially within the Prescribed Area:

All references to the phrase “prescribed area “ to be written  “Prescribed Area”.

Rationale: The “Prescribed Area” is a significant place within the trail ring, and the use of capital letters better highlights the reference. 

6.11 DOGS NSW
Substantially within the Nominated Area

Current: Where a dog is substantially but not entirely within the nominated area i.e. the dog has a minor part of its body, such as only one leg outside the nominated area, it shall receive a minor deduction.

Proposal: Substantially within the Nominated Area (UDX):

Where a dog is substantially but not entirely within the nominated area i.e. the dog has a minor part of its body, such as only one leg outside the nominated area, it shall receive a minor deduction.

Rationale: Substantially within the Nominated Area (See also Substantially within the Prescribed Area)

Substantially within the Nominated Area 

Add (UDX) for clarification.
6.12 DOGS SA

Proposal: Substantially within the Nominated Area:

All references to the phrase “nominated area” to be written “Nominated Area”

Rationale: As above 

7. GUIDE TO JUDGES

7.1 DOGS QLD

Current: The responsibility for making the test interesting to the public and worthwhile to the Exhibitor is left to the Judge who must not permit the judging to be prolonged so that Handlers and those watching become bored and to cause competing dogs to tire.

Proposal: Add a new sentence after …competing dogs to tire.

Judges should consider the wellbeing of both Handlers and dogs when performing a ‘heel pattern’ which should be only long enough to demonstrate the requirements of the exercise and not be so long as to create difficulties for handler or dog.

Rationale: The Judge should be able to take into consideration conditions on the day, the number of entries in the class, and the abilities of handlers when judging.
7.2 DOGS SA
Proposal: Nominated Area (UDX), and Prescribed Area (UD):

Particular care must be taken within this document to correctly refer to these areas as “Nominated Area” or “Prescribed Area” i.e. consistent use of capital letters. Refer to P 36 and P47.

8. EQUIPMENT
8.1 DOGS SA
Jumps

Current: It is the Judge’s responsibility to see that jumps are set for each dog in accordance with these Rules. All jumps must be painted white or a very light colour, unless otherwise stipulated.

Proposal: 
It is the Judge’s responsibility to see that jumps are set for each dog in accordance with these rules. All jumps must be white, except for the bar used in the Bar Jump. 

Rationale: The existing rule demands that the jumps are to be painted, and makes no distinction even if the material used is already white. E.g. white poly pipe or similar. 

Remove reference to “or a very light colour” as this allows all sorts of options – what constitutes a light colour?

8.2 DOGS NSW
Calculation of the Height and Width of Jumps

Current: The dog's height shall be measured at the withers to the nearest 10mm. The dog’s jump height shall be given on the entry form. 
	Height of Dog at Withers
	Height to be jumped
	Broad Jump
	Number of Broad Jump Hurdles

	Under 250mm
	150mm
	300mm
	2

	250mm and under 380mm
	200mm
	400mm
	2

	380mm and under 500mm
	300mm
	600mm
	3

	500mm and over 
	500mm
	1000mm
	3


Proposal: Calculation of the Height and Width of Jumps

The dog's height shall be measured at the withers to the nearest 10mm. The dog’s jump height shall be given on the entry form. 

	Height of Dog at Withers
	Height to be jumped
	Broad Jump
	No. of Broad Jump Hurdles

	Under 250mm
	150mm
	300mm
	2

	250mm and under 380mm
	200mm
	400mm
	2

	380mm and under 500mm
	300mm
	600mm
	3

	500mm and over under 600mm
	400mm
	800mm
	3

	600mm and over
	500mm
	1000mm
	3


Rationale: 
Add extra height group for dogs 500mm and under 600mm

This brings the 500mm plus jump heights in line with jump height changes to the lower heights of dogs. 

These are not tests of a dog's ability to jump its height but rather the ability to follow instructions. The jump heights should reflect the Principal Features of the exercises.
8.4 DOGS VIC
Proposal: Calculation of the Height and Width of Jumps
[image: image1.png]Height of Dog at Withers Heightto be jumped  Broad Jump No. of Broad Jump
Hurdles

Under 250mm 150mm 300mm 2

250mm and under 380mm 200mm 400mm 2

380mm and under 500mm 300mm 600mm 3

500mm and over 400mm 800mm 3





Rationale: To allow fairer jumps heights and widths for dogs with Height at Shoulder of 500 or more also increases safety for the dog by setting the jump heights/widths to be the same as those used for the Rally discipline which then enables same equipment to be used thus reducing costs to affiliates.

This also means for on line entries, there is not a different height requirement to be recorded for Rally or Obedience disciplines.

8.5 DOGS QLD

	Proposal: New Rule
	
	
	

	Height of Dog at Withers 
	Height to be jumped 
	Broad Jump 
	Number of Broad Jump Hurdles 

	Under 250mm 
	150mm 
	300mm 
	                   2 

	250mm and under 350mm

 
	200mm 
	400mm 
	                   2 

	350mm and under 450mm 


	300mm 
	600mm 
	                   3 

	450mm and under 

550mm

550mm and over                                                 
	400mm 

500mm
	800mm

1000mm 
	                   3

                   3


Rationale: The present rule for the calculation of jumps has proved to be unfair to those dogs in the mid-range of 500mm.  
8.6 DOGS WEST

Proposal: Calculation of the Height and Width of Jumps
The dog's height shall be measured at the withers to the nearest 10mm. The dog’s jump height shall be stated on the entry form by the exhibitor.

	Height of Dog at Withers
	Height to be
jumped
	Broad Jump
	Number of Broad Jump
Hurdles

	Under 250mm
	150mm
	300mm
	2

	250mm and under 350mm
	200mm
	400mm
	2

	350mm and under 450mm
	300mm
	600mm
	3

	450mm and over under 550mm
	400mm
	800mm
	3

	550mm and over
	500mm
	1000
	3


Rationale: This makes it fair for all dogs and no dog will be jumping its HAS or over as is the case under the present rules. The increments of 50mm make it easy and logical for competitors, stewards and Judges to calculate. No further changes to the boards are necessary

8.7 DOGS ACT

Proposal: Calculation of the Height and width of Jumps- add 400mm jump height
The dog's height shall be measured at the withers to the nearest 10mm. The dog’s jump height shall be stated on the entry form by the exhibitor. Except for a dog required to jump 500mm, the exhibitor may elect to have his dog jump one height higher than that required under these Rules.

	Height of Dog at Withers
	Height to be jumped
	Broad Jump
	Number of Broad Jump Hurdles

	Under 250mm
	150mm
	300mm
	2

	250mm and under 380mm
	200mm
	400mm
	2

	380 mm and under 500mm 450mm
	300mm
	600mm
	3

	500 450mm and over under 550mm
	500 400mm
	1000 800mm
	3

	550mm and over
	500mm
	1000
	3


Rationale: Calculation of the Height and Width of Jumps:
The additional of a 400mm jump height addresses the concern expressed by many exhibitors that there should be an extra jump height between the 300mm and 500mm jump heights.

Increasing the height at the withers for the 500mm jump height to 550mm will make it fair for all dogs by ensuring that no dog will be jumping its height at the withers or over, as is the case under the present Rules for a dog which measures 500mm. Quite a few dogs have been measured at exactly 500mm at the withers.

The 380mm height at the withers cut-off for transition from the 200mm to the 300mm jump height has been retained and not decreased to 350mm. While moving to 350mm would result in an even 100mm height at the withers differential between each of the 200mm, 300mm and 500mm jump heights, it would also mean that quite a few dogs would move from the 200mm to 300mm jump height. This would be unfair on those dogs, particularly the stocky short legged breeds.

No further changes to the boards are necessary.

The option of allowing the exhibitor to have their dog jump one height higher addresses the concerns expressed since the last Rule change that the overall lowering of the jump heights has caused problems with some dogs. This option would not apply to dogs jumping 500mm as there is no jump height above the 500mm jump height.

8.8 DOGS SA

Proposal: Calculation of the Height and width of Jumps
	Height of Dog at Withers
	Height to be Jumped
	Broad Jump
	Number of Boards

	Under 250
	200mm
	400mm
	2

	250 & Under 380
	300mm
	600mm
	2

	380 & Under 500
	400mm
	800mm
	3

	500 &Over
	500mm
	1000mm
	3


Rationale: Adjust the jump heights to provide a more realistic but achievable challenge to the dogs.  

8.9 DOGS ACT
Current: Bar Jump
The Bar Jump must consist of two uprights 1200mm high and a bar approximately 35mm in diameter.  The bar must be coloured black and white alternate sections of about 100mm and be a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres in length. The Jump will be adjustable for height. Side post adjustment to be constructed so as the bar will fall off if hit hard enough, in either direction.

Proposal: Bar Jump - allow uprights to be 1 metre high.
The Bar Jump must consist of two uprights 1000-1200mm high and a bar approximately 35mm in diameter.  The bar must be coloured black and white alternate sections of about 100mm and be a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres in length. The Jump will be adjustable for height. Side post adjustment to be constructed so as the bar will fall off if hit hard enough, in either direction.

The diagram – delete the diagram.

Rationale: Reducing the height of the uprights reduces the weight of the equipment to be moved and stored. The higher height is no longer necessary to ‘frame’ the jump as the maximum dog’s jump height is 500mm.

The diagram should be deleted as it does not reflect the current rules or the proposed change and it is not very helpful.
8.10 DOGS SA
Proposal: Bar Jump

The Bar Jump must consist of two uprights approximately 1200mm high, and a bar approximately 35mm in diameter.

Rationale: Replace absolute measurements where possible, and provide some reasonable working tolerance.

8.11 DOGS SA
Proposal: Bar Jump

The Bar Jump must consist of two uprights 1200mm high and a bar approximately 35 mm in diameter. The bar must be coloured black and white alternate sections of about 100 mm and be a minimum of one point two (1.2) metres and a maximum of one and a half (1.5) metres in length. The Jump will be adjustable for height. Side post adjustment to be constructed so as the bar will fall off if hit hard enough, in either direction.

Rationale:  To be consistent with the size of Rally jumps.

Consequential changes to Broad Jump and Solid Jump for consistency (if the preceding and the following two proposals are not successful).

8.12 DOGS SA
Broad Jump

Current: The Bar Jump must consist of two uprights 1200mm high and a bar approximately 35 mm in diameter. The bar must be coloured black and white alternate sections of about 100 mm and be a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres in length. The Jump will be adjustable for height. Side post adjustment to be constructed so as the bar will fall off if hit hard enough, in either direction.

Proposal:  Delete all reference to the Broad Jump.

Rationale:  Open is the only class that includes the Broad Jump.  For many years now there has been an option to perform the Distance Control exercise. This exercise provides a logical progression from the Change of Position in Novice through to the Distance Control in Utility and then to UDX.

Very few competitors currently choose to do the Broad Jump.  Eliminating this option will also reduce the amount of equipment that clubs need to provide for training and at trials.

Consequential changes will be required to delete all references to the Broad Jump and calculation of width of the Broad Jump and the wording in Deductions.
8.13 DOGS SA
Proposal: Broad Jump

The Broad Jump must consist of three separate hurdles a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres wide and approximately 150mm high at the highest point.

NOTE: This change will also require a change to the accompanying diagram showing the hurdle dimensions. On the hurdle depicted on the right, dimensions 125mm and 175mm should read 100mm and 150mm respectively.
8.14 DOGS SA
Broad Jump

Current: 2nd sentence

For convenience, the three jumps may be built to telescope.

Proposal: For convenience, the three jumps may be built to nest together.

Rationale:  The term “telescope” tends to indicate that the jumps should slide into each other lengthwise, as per a telescope.

8.15 DOGS NSW
Solid Jump

Current: The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights 1200 mm high a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres wide with fill in boards of various sizes so as to provide adjustment for the jump to be set at the prescribed heights. The height in millimetres must be clearly visible on each side of each board in black figures. The figure on the baseboard must represent the distance from the ground to the top of

the board. Suggested size of the boards 1 x 250 mm, 2 x 100 mm, 1 x 50 mm combined to make each dog’s required jump height.

Any alternate design must be approved by the relevant ANKC Ltd Member Body.

Proposal: Solid Jump:

The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights 1200 mm high a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres wide with fill in boards of various sizes so as to provide adjustment for the jump to be set at the prescribed heights. The height in millimetres must be clearly visible on each side of each board in black figures. The figure on the baseboard must represent the distance from the ground to the top of

the board. Suggested size of the boards 1 x 250 mm, 2 x 100 mm, 1 x 150mm, 1 x 100mm, 1 x 50 mm combined to make each dog’s required jump height.

Any alternate design must be approved by the relevant ANKC Ltd Member Body.

Change diagram to match.

Rationale: 
Change suggested - board sizes for solid jump to include have baseboard of 150mm

There are dogs that jump 150mm therefore there must be a 150mm or 100mm base board.

With a 150mm baseboard combinations can be:

200mm = 150 + 50

300mm = 150 + 50 + 100

400mm = 150 + 250

500mm = 150 + 250 + 100
8.16 DOGS VIC

Proposal: Solid Jump 

The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights 1200 mm high a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres wide with fill in panels of various sizes so as to provide adjustment for the jump to be set at the prescribed heights. The height in millimetres must be clearly visible on each side of each panel in black figures. The figure on the baseboard must represent the distance from the ground to the top of the panel.  Suggested size of the panels 1 x 150 mm, 2 x 100 mm, 1 x 50 mm combined to make each dog’s required jump height. 

Any alternate design must be approved by the relevant ANKC Ltd Member Body. 

Rationale: The term board suggests a timber board. The term panel allows for more materials and designs to be used.
8.17 DOGS ACT
Proposal: Allow uprights to be 1 metre high and clarify suggested sizes of fill in boards:
Solid Jump

The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights 1000-1200mm high a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres wide with fill in boards of various sizes so as to provide adjustment for the jump to be set at the prescribed heights. The height in millimetres must be clearly visible on each side of each board in black figures. The figure on the baseboard must represent the distance from the ground to the top of the board. Suggested size of the fill in boards - 1 x 250 mm, 1 x 150mm, 1 x 200mm, 2 x 100mm, 1 x 50mm combined to make each dog’s required jump height.

Any alternate design must be approved by the relevant ANKC Ltd Member Body.

The diagram – delete the diagram

Rationale: Reducing the height of the uprights reduces the weight of the equipment to be moved and stored. The higher height is no longer necessary to ‘frame’ the jump as the maximum dog’s jump height is 500mm. The suggested size of fill in boards should include a 150mm board to be used as a baseboard for the 150mm jump height and the current 250mm board replaced with a 200mm board so that there will be less swapping of boards when heights are changed.

The diagram should be deleted as it does not reflect the current rules or proposed change and it is not very helpful.

8.18 DOGS SA
Proposal:  Delete all reference to the Solid Jump.

Rationale: There have been occasions where dogs have injured themselves when crashing into the solid jump.  No suitable modification to the design has been put forward.  The use of a bar jump instead would still require the dog to jump but would reduce the chance of injury to the dog should it collide with the jump.

In Open class the dog would retrieve its dumbbell over a bar jump. If necessary, the Open bar jump could an additional bar set at a lower height to deter the dog from running under the higher bar. Many clubs now use the bar jump uprights used by for Agility which have extra cups which would facilitate this.  In Utility Directed Jumping exercise the judge would command “Left” or Right” to inform the handler which of the two bars jumps to direct their dog to take.

There is the additional benefit of getting rid of the heavy equipment from the ring easing the load on those setting up rings and on the stewards during a trial.

Consequential Changes to Open and Utility Classes to delete any reference to the solid jump to include the bar jump and to change the wording in Deductions to reflect the change of jump.
8.19 DOGS SA
Solid Jump:

Current: 1st sentence

The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights 1200mm high a minimum of one and a half  (1.5) metres etc…………..

Proposal: The Solid Jump must consist of two uprights approximately 1200mm high, a minimum of one and a half  (1.5) metres etc…………..

Rationale:  As above in reference to the Bar Jump, replace absolute measurements where possible, and provide some reasonable working tolerance.

8.20 DOGS SA
Collars and Leads:

Current: All dogs must have a slip or fixed collar which fits loosely around the dog’s neck and which must remain on the dog at all times. No spiked collars, electronic collars or collars which give additional head control shall be permitted.

The minimum length of lead will be 750mm and it will be fitted with a quick release fastener. All dogs must enter and leave the Ring on a lead. In exercises that require a dog to be off-lead, the lead will be taken off and handed to the Steward at the Start Peg.

All exercises with the exception of “Heel on Lead” and “Stand for Examination” in the Community Dog Class must be executed off-lead.

Proposal: Use a new line at the commencement of each new sentence throughout the document.

e.g. Page 16 Becomes:

Collars and Leads:

All dogs must have a slip or fixed collar which fits loosely around the dog’s neck and which must remain on the dog at all times. 

No spiked collars, electronic collars or collars which give additional head control shall be permitted.

The minimum length of lead will be 750mm and it will be fitted with a quick release fastener. 

All dogs must enter and leave the Ring on a lead. 

In exercises that require a dog to be off-lead, the lead will be taken off and handed to the Steward at the Start Peg.

All exercises with the exception of “Heel on Lead” and “Stand for Examination” in the Community Dog Class must be executed off-lead.

Rationale: While this does not seem to be significant, as time passes and the document goes through further development as it will draw attention to areas within the document in need of modification.
8.21 DOGS SA

Proposal: Collars and Leads:

In exercises that requires that a dog to be off-lead, the lead will be taken off upon instruction from the Judge, and handed to the Steward at the Start Peg.

Rationale: Handler to act under instruction from the Judge, and not anticipate action.

8.22 DOGS QLD

Gloves

Current: The Handler will provide three predominantly white, wrist length, cotton work gloves which must be open and must be approved by the Judge.

Proposal: The Handler will provide three predominantly white, wrist length, cotton work gloves which must be open and must be approved by the Judge. The size of the gloves may be in proportion to the size of the dog.

Rationale: As we are seeing more of a variation in the breeds and sizes of dogs competing in Obedience, then the facility needs to be there for the equipment used to be of a size suitable to the breed.

8.23 DOGS VIC

Nominated Area (UDX)

Current: A Nominated area is to be designated for the Directed Sendaway and Recall exercise. The area is to be two (2) metres square and the corners are to be defined by cones that are to be white and solid (i.e. not translucent and unbroken by any side slits or holes) and clearly visible to the Handler and Judge……….etc.

Proposal: A Nominated area is to be designated for the Directed Sendaway and Recall exercise. The area is to be a three (3) metres line and the sides are to be defined by two cones that are to be white and solid (i.e. not translucent and unbroken by any side slits or holes) and clearly visible to the Handler and Judge……….etc. the remainder of the description to stay the same.

Rationale: 
Does away with an unnecessary back line, making the exercise more understandable to the dogs with only two cones present.  

8.24 DOGS VIC

Pegs 

Current: Each judging Ring must contain a marker to show where a contestant must stand before the start of individual exercises. Stay pegs are numbered pegs which must be used in marking dogs’ positions in the Group exercises.

Proposal: Starting Marker

Each judging Ring must contain a marker to show where a competitor must stand before the start of individual exercises. Stay markers are numbered markers which must be used in marking dogs’ positions in the Group exercises.

Rationale:  The definition already refers to marker to show where a competitor rather than contestant must stand before the start of the individual exercises.  Change of the word “peg” to “marker” retains consistency of terminology.  Change contestant to competitor for consistency in the rule book.
8.25 DOGS QLD

Scent Discrimination (UD) 

Current: Scent Discrimination articles must consist of three sets of articles comprising five wooden, five metal and five leather. The articles must be 150mm long. The other dimensions must not exceed: wood 16mm square; leather 25mm wide and 6mm thick; and metal a maximum external diameter of 16mm. The metal articles may be knurled but no articles are to be coated or covered with any material.

Proposal: Scent Discrimination (UD): 

Scent Discrimination articles must consist of three sets of articles comprising five wooden, five metal and five leather. The articles must be a maximum of 150mm long. The other dimensions must not exceed: wood 16mm square; leather 25mm wide and 6mm thick; and metal a maximum external diameter of 16mm. The metal articles may be knurled but no articles are to be coated or covered with any  material.
Rationale: As more smaller breed dogs come into obedience competition it is necessary to provide the facility for equipment to be adapted to suit all breeds of dogs.  150mm long articles can be difficult for small breed dogs to pick up and actually can drag or catch on the ground as the dog is returning to the handler.  This can create the situation where articles are pulled from the dog’s mouth.  We need to do everything we can to encourage more dogs into obedience.  A shorter article would still keep the integrity of the exercise while making it more suitable for the dog.
8.26 DOGS QLD

Current: Articles may be painted white on one end to a width of 25mm. The number or letter will be superimposed in this painted area with a contrasting colour. Each set of articles must be legibly numbered 1-5 or alphabetically marked A-E and the articles in each set must be identical. The Scent Discrimination articles shall not be set out until the completion of the previous exercise. The Handler will supply a full set of Scent Discrimination Articles. A mat of canvas or similar material (excluding vinyl plastic) for the Scent Discrimination exercise for each U.D. ring and a spare mat will be provided by the Affiliate and must measure 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres and be pegged at the corners. The mat is to remain on the ground for the duration of judging of the individual exercises and only removed or replaced if fouled. The mat may be removed before the commencement of the Group Exercises.

Proposal: Scent Discrimination Articles (UD):

Scent Discrimination articles must consist of three sets of articles comprising five wooden, five metal and five leather. The size of the articles should be proportionate to the size of the dog.

The sets of articles may be either of the following type and dimensions:

Option A:

The length of the articles should be from 100mm long for small dogs up to 250mm for giant breed dogs. The other dimensions must not exceed: 

Wood: 10mm up to 50mm square; 

Leather: 10mm up to 25mm wide and 6mm to 20mm thick; and

Metal a 10mm up to 20mm external diameter. 

The metal articles may be knurled, leather articles stitched but no articles are

to be coated or covered with any material.

All articles in each of the three sets must be from the same option and shall not be mixed.

Articles may be painted white on one end to a width of 25mm. The number or letter will be superimposed in this painted area with a contrasting colour.

Option B

All articles must comprise two square ends and a single bite bar (forming a dumbbell shape).

The size of the ends may range from 44mm to 64mm diameter and the length of the bite bar from 75mm to 150mm. The bite bar may be round with a diameter 10mm up to 20mm or square from 10mm up to 20mm squared. The metal and wooden articles may comprise any metal or wood for both ends and bars. The leather articles may comprise extra-thick leather ends, and the bite bar may be made solely of leather or be wood or metal and covered with a soft, durable leather. The leather may be stitched. The ends of the articles may be painted white. The number or letter will be superimposed in this painted area with a contrasting colour.
All articles in each of the three sets must be from the same option and shall not be mixed.

Articles may be painted white on one end to a width of 25mm. The number or letter will be superimposed in this painted area with a contrasting colour. 

Each set of articles must be legibly numbered 1-5 or alphabetically marked A-E and the articles in each set must be identical. The Scent Discrimination articles shall not be set out until the completion of the previous exercise. The Handler will supply a full set of Scent Discrimination Articles. A mat of canvas or similar material (excluding vinyl plastic) for the Scent Discrimination exercise for each U.D. ring and a spare mat will be provided by the Affiliate and must measure 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres and be pegged at the corners. The mat is to remain on the ground for the duration of judging of the individual exercises and only removed or replaced if fouled. The mat may be removed before the commencement of the Group Exercises Scent.

Rationale

The principal feature of the UD scent exercise is for “The dog, on command, to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve.” The USA style articles are easier for some breeds to pick up and do not disadvantage any breed. 

The current specifications for the UD articles do not take into account either the size of a dog or muzzle shape. Both the USA and Canadian rules specifically state that articles must be proportionate to the size of the dog; this ensures that small dogs are not required to try and pick up oversized articles and for the large breeds articles are not so small that they pose the risk of slipping back into the dog’s throat. The UK rules require that retrieve articles must be easily picked up by any breed entered in that class.

Whilst the USA and Canadian style scent articles commercially available come in three styles, one, two and three bar, the articles Proposal in Option B are based on the single bar style, square end scent articles.
8.27 DOGS WEST

Proposal: Scent Discrimination (UD):
Scent Discrimination articles must consist of three sets of articles comprising five wooden, five metal and five leather. Articles may be painted white on one end to a width of 25mm. The number or letter will be superimposed in this painted area with a contrasting colour.

Each set of articles must be legibly numbered 1-5 or alphabetically marked A-E and the articles in each set must be identical.

The Scent Discrimination articles shall not be set out until the completion of the previous exercise. The Handler will supply a full set of Scent Discrimination Articles.

The Handler may choose to use dumbbell type scent discrimination articles. The dumbbells shall be made of wood, leather and metal and have a single bar. The weight and size of the  dumbbell should be in proportion to the size of the dog. The articles (dumbbells) will be placed  the same distance as length of the dumbbell.
A mat of canvas or similar material (excluding vinyl plastic) for the Scent Discrimination exercise for each U.D. ring and a spare mat will be provided by the Affiliate and must measure 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres and be pegged at the corners. The mat is to remain on the ground for the duration of judging of the individual exercises and only removed or replaced if fouled. The mat may be removed before the commencement of the Group Exercises. If the competitor chooses to use dumbbells larger than 150mm long then a mat is not to be used and the articles are to be  placed on the ground.
Rationale: The shape and size of the current articles are discriminatory for different breeds and can cause a safety issue for very large dogs who may be at risk of swallowing the small flat articles. All dogs should be able to pick up the article regardless of breed muzzle shape and size. The principle feature is for the dog to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve. The retrieve should not be made unduly difficult or unsafe.
The handler may still choose to use the original size and shaped scent discrimination articles.
8.28 DOGS WEST 

[image: image2.jpg]11:31 am @ % 34% WM

ebay.com





8.28 DOGS WEST

Scent Discrimination (UDX)

Current: All of the scent cloths will be the same colour, made of toweling or similar material e.g. face washcloths and to a maximum of approximately 300 mm Square. The cloths will be folded in half, rolled firmly and secured at each end with a rubber band or similar. The rolled cloth will be approximately 150 mm in length and supplied by the Handler.

Proposal: Scent Discrimination (UDX):

All of the scent cloths will be the same colour, made of towelling or similar material e.g. face washcloths and to a maximum of approximately 300 mm Square. The cloths will be folded in half, rolled firmly and secured at each end with a matching coloured elasticised band or similar. Five matching colours will be used per set. Each pair will have the same coloured securing band.  The rolled cloth will be approximately 150 mm in length and supplied by the Handler.

Rationale: To facilitate easy visual identification of the correct scented cloth. This is common practice amongst most competitors at present and just needs to be written into the rules. We require UD articles to be identified by number or letter for the same reason. Coloured hair bands (or simular) are inexpensive and easily available in many stores.
8.29 DOGS SA
Scent Discrimination (UDX):
Proposal: All of the scent cloths will be of the same colour, made of toweling of similar material (e.g. face washcloths), and shall be approximately 300mm square. 
The cloths will be folded in half, rolled firmly and secured at each end with a rubber band or similar. The cloths shall be suppied by the Handler.

Rationale: If the cloths are to be 300mm square, there is no need to specify the 150mm dimension when folded.

8.30 DOGS NSW

Seek Back Article

Current: The Seek Back article must not be white or conspicuous in colour and must be the same shape as, and the dimensions are not to exceed those of a Scent Discrimination article. It may be comprised of any material.

Proposal: Seek Back Article (UD)
The Seek Back article must not be white or conspicuous in colour and must be the same shape as, and the dimensions are not to exceed those of a Scent Discrimination article. It may be comprised of any material.

Rationale: The insertion of UD in the heading will clarify that this is a description for UD Seek Back not UDX.
8.31 DOGS WEST
Proposal: UD Seek Back Article
The article must be a maximum of 150mm long and may not be a dumbbell . The other dimensions must not exceed: wood 16mm square; leather 25mm wide and 6mm thick; and metal a maximum external diameter of 16mm. The article may be comprised of any material.

Rationale: To bring it in line with the new proposal of dumbbell shaped scent discrimination articles

8.32 DOGS QLD

New Definition – Alternate One (1)

Proposal: Multiple Retrieve Objects

Three objects will be provided by the Handler for the Multiple Retrieve Exercise.  The objects must be the same, of a size suitable to the size of the dog and any colour (including white) that will make the objects visible to both dog and handler when turning to face the objects.  

Rationale:  At present there is a large discrepancy with the way the articles are used in the Multiple Retrieve Exercise.  Also, because of the size of the articles and the way they are set out, for some dogs this is a sighted retrieve and for others a blind retrieve.  It is the intent to make this exercise equitable for all dogs and to have conformity in the way the articles are set out.

8.33 DOGS QLD

Consequential change

UDX Class - Multiple Retrieve

Description of Exercise

Current: The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered.  The articles must not be covered with any material or painted.  The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

Proposal: The Handler will provide three Multiple Retrieve Objects which may be white or any colour and may be numbered.  The objects must not be covered with any material or painted.  The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

8.34 DOGS QLD

Proposal: Alternate Two (2:

New Definition: Multiple Retrieve Objects
Three gloves will be provided by the Handler for the Multiple Retrieve Exercise.  The gloves must be the same, predominantly white, wrist length, cotton work gloves which must be open and approved by the Judge, and of a size suitable to the size of the dog. 

Rationale: This proposal is designed to provide greater equity in this exercise.  The currently required leathers are often invisible to both dog and handler from the start point, with variables including the length of grass, undulation of the ground and the size/stature of the dog.  Once sent, larger dogs may see the article as they move towards it, whereas smaller dogs may not see it until they are almost on top of it.  
The visibility/invisibility of the three leathers can also vary significantly, despite the best efforts of the steward.   

The exercise is named ‘multiple retrieve’ and it provides an increase in difficulty from the UD directed retrieve exercise in that the dog must retrieve two objects rather than one.  It is differentiated from the gundog blind retrieve in that, in retrieving, the handler can stop and redirect the dog onto the correct direction.

8.35 DOGS QLD

Consequential Change

Present Rule: Multiple Retrieve
Principal Feature
The dog to retrieve the designated articles on command.

Description of Exercise
This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only.

The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

(Balance of rule continues as is)

Proposal: Multiple Retrieve

Description of Exercise
This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only

The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. three gloves. The dog must retrieve an article the designated glove in each of the two (2) tests.

(Balance of rule continues as is)
9. OBEDIENCE TRIAL EXERCISES
10. COMMUNITY COMPANION DOG CLASS
10.1 DOGS ACT

Current: Community Companion Dog Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

Heel on Lead 
30

Stand for Examination on lead 
20

Recall 




20

1 min Sit Stay 



15

2 min Down Stay 


15


TOTAL 


100


Less penalty for misbehaviour.

Proposal: Community Companion Dog Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

Heel on Lead 





30

Stand for Examination on lead Figure 8

20 10
Recall Stand Stay on lead



20

1 min Sit Stay Recall 




15 20
2 min Down Stay Impulse Control


15 20

TOTAL 
 



100


Less penalty for misbehaviour.

Rationale: Remove the Figure 8 from the Heel on Lead exercise, insert a separate Figure 8 exercise, change the Stand for Examination exercise to a Stand Stay exercise, delete the 1 min Sit Stay and 2 min Down Stay exercises and replace the Stays with a new Impulse Control Exercise.

The detailed rationale for each of the above proposals is set out after the details of each change set out below.

10.2 DOGS QLD

HEEL ON LEAD

Current: Description of Exercise
On order from the Judge 'Forward' the Handler may attract the dog's attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly or at the directed pace.  The dog must work on a loose lead. Any tightening or tugging of the lead, any unusual or additional act, signal or command which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

At each order from the Judge to 'Halt', the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The Handler and dog must execute a 'Figure Eight' at normal pace in which they must heel at least twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart. There must be at least one 'Halt' during this portion of the exercise. The Judge may replace a Steward in the 'Figure Eight' or may take the place of a Steward himself.

Deductions
Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%: If the Handler continually tugs on the lead, or adapts his pace to the dog, or continually guides the dog with the lead, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise. 

Minor: For failing to sit, stand or down; for poor sits, downs, stands; for occasional guidance with the lead; for the use of more than one command; for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Proposal: Community Companion Dog Class

Description of Exercise Heel on Lead
On order from the Judge 'Forward' the Handler may attract the dog's attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly or at the directed pace.  The dog must work on a loose lead. Any tightening or tugging of the lead, any unusual or additional act, signal or command which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised. The handler may speak quietly to the dog for encouragement during the heeling exercise.

At each order from the Judge to 'Halt', the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

Deductions

Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%: If the Handler continually tugs on the lead, or adapts his pace to the dog, or continually guides the dog with the lead, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise. 

Minor: For failing to sit, stand or down; for poor sits, downs, stands; for occasional guidance with the lead; for the use of more than one command (where the dog demonstrates resistance);  for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

10.3 DOGS QLD

Consequential Changes

Current: Commands

Where the word “command” appears in specific exercises, it will mean “command and/or signal” unless otherwise specified. All verbal commands must be in the English Language unless approved otherwise by the Judge. One command only is given to the dog for a specific action on the part of the dog. The verbal command must be a single word. The command may be given by the use of the Handler’s voice and/or specific action of the Handler in the form of a signal. A voice command and a signal may be given, but must be used simultaneously. A signal should be a single gesture of the arms and/or hands only, which must be promptly returned to their pre-command position. Signals must be inaudible and must not touch the dog. Any unusual noise, prolonged or extended signal or movement of the Handler may be considered by the Judge as a 'signal', or extra command. 

Proposal: Commands 

Where the word “command” appears in specific exercises, it will mean “command and/or signal” unless otherwise specified. All verbal commands must be in the English Language unless approved otherwise by the Judge. One command only is given to the dog for a specific action on the part of the dog. The verbal command must be a single word. The command may be given by the use of the Handler’s voice and/or specific action of the Handler in the form of a signal. A voice command and a signal may be given, but must be used simultaneously. A signal should be a single gesture of the arms and/or hands only, which must be promptly returned to their pre-command position. Signals must be inaudible and must not touch the dog. 

Except in the CCD Class, any unusual noise, prolonged or extended signal or movement of the Handler may be considered by the Judge as a 'signal', or extra command.  In the CCD Class, communication from the Handler to the dog is to be encouraged and not penalised and Handlers may speak quietly to the dog for encouragement during the heeling exercise.  

10.4 DOGS QLD

Current: Dog's Name 

Unless otherwise stated under Description of Exercise, the dog's name may be used only at the commencement of any exercise enjoyment and willingness to work is to be desired; fear and dislike of work shall be penalised; 

Consequential:   Dog's Name 

Unless otherwise stated under Description of Exercise, except in the CCD Class, the dog's name may be used only at the commencement of any exercise. 

10.5 DOGS QLD
Current: Guide to Judges

The Judge must look for the following in testing a dog and penalise accordingly –

(a) 
enjoyment and willingness to work is to be desired; fear and dislike of work shall be penalised; 

(b) 
gentleness and smoothness of handling is to be greatly desired;

(c) 
a Handler shall give a command once only except in the case of the command to 'Heel' which may be repeated to the dog each time the Judge tells the Handler to go forward;

(d) 
signalling correction to a dog from a distance is not permitted;

(e) 
talking to the dog by the Handler, snapping of fingers, slapping of sides and stamping of feet, etc., must be penalised;

(f) 
 during the heel routines, the Handler must walk briskly with the dog at his left side. In the 'Heel on Lead' exercise the lead must be completely loose. Guiding the dog by means of the lead shall be penalised;

(g) 
the dog must never anticipate the Handler's commands but must wait for commands;

(h) 
at the Judge's order for the Handler to halt, the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until commanded to do so.

Consequential change

Guide to Judges

(a) 
enjoyment and willingness to work is to be desired; fear and dislike of work shall be penalised; 

(b) 
gentleness and smoothness of handling is to be greatly desired;

(c) 
except for the CCD Class, a Handler shall give a command once only except in the case of the command to 'Heel' which may be repeated to the dog each time the Judge tells the Handler to go forward;

(d) 
signalling correction to a dog from a distance is not permitted; 

(e) 
except in the CCD Class, talking to the dog by the Handler, snapping of fingers, slapping of sides and stamping of feet, etc. must be penalised;

 (f)  
during the heel routines, the Handler must walk briskly with the dog at his left side. In the 'Heel on Lead' exercise the lead must be completely loose. Guiding the dog by means of the lead shall be penalised;

(g) 
the dog must never anticipate the Handler's commands but must wait for commands;

(h) 
at the Judge's order for the Handler to halt, the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until commanded to do so.

In the CCD Class, a Handler may speak quietly to the dog for encouragement or use extra signals and not be penalised unless the dog is demonstrating resistance.

Rationale:
The CCD (Community Companion Dog) Class is a class which members may enter but is not a mandatory class for progression to the higher classes.

Entry numbers throughout Australia show that many experienced member competitors do not enter CCD class for this reason.

As there are now so many different disciplines available to our members and the obedience entry numbers are generally declining, allowing Handlers to communicate with their dogs in a positive manner will have more appeal to new members wishing to compete. 

These changes will not diminish the standard expected from the team in the higher classes and will hopefully encourage more Handlers and their dogs to compete.

There are many countries which have successfully taken this approach with their first level Obedience Classes.
10.6 DOGS ACT
Proposal: Heel on Lead

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge 'Forward' the Handler may attract the dog's attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly or at the directed pace.

The dog must work on a loose lead. Any tightening or tugging of the lead, any unusual or additional act, signal or command which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

At each order from the Judge to 'Halt', the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The Handler and dog must execute a 'Figure Eight' at normal pace in which they must heel at least twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart. There must be at least one 'Halt' during this portion of the exercise. The Judge may replace a Steward in the 'Figure Eight' or may take the place of a Steward himself.

Orders from Judge:

'Forward', 'Right Turn', ‘Left Turn', ‘Right About Turn’, 'Left About Turn’, ‘Fast Pace’, ‘Slow Pace’, ‘Normal Pace’, ‘Halt’, ‘Down (Down Your Dog)’, ‘Stand (Stand Your Dog)', 'Figure Eight, ‘Lead Out', ‘Exercise Finished’. These orders may be given in any sequence and repeated.

Rationale: The Figure 8 exercise is removed from Heel on Lead and introduced as a separate exercise.  It allows inexperienced Handlers and dogs to re-group and re-focus after a comprehensive heeling pattern which includes paces, positions and turns.  The ‘Figure Eight’ exercise introduces the additional complexity of curved heeling and heeling around people. The separate Figure 8 exercise also allows the number of exercises in the CCD class to be maintained at five (5) when the Stays are deleted as proposed by the ACT.


10.7 DOGS ACT

Proposal: New Figure 8 exercise (separate from Heel on Lead)

Figure 8 







 Maximum Points: 10

Principal Feature:

The dog on lead and Handler to work as a team while heeling in a ‘Figure 8’.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’, the Handler may attract the dog’s attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly in normal pace.

On order from the Judge, the Handler and dog must execute a ‘Figure 8’ at normal pace in which they must heel twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart.   The Judge may replace a Steward in the ‘Figure 8’ or may take the place of a Steward as required.

There must be at least one ‘Halt’ during this exercise.  On order from the Judge, to ‘Halt’, the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The dog must work on a loose lead.  Any tightening or tugging of the lead, any unusual or additional act, signal or command, which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

Orders from Judge:

‘Forward’, ‘Figure 8’, ‘Halt’, ‘Lead Out’, ‘Halt’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%:  If the Handler continually tugs on the lead, or adapts his pace to the dog, or continually guides the dog with the lead, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise.

Minor: For failing to sit; for poor sits; for occasional guidance with the lead; for the use of more than one command; for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: The ‘Figure Eight’ exercise is removed from ‘Heel on Lead’ and introduced as a separate exercise.  It allows inexperienced Handlers and dogs to re-group and re-focus after a comprehensive heeling pattern which includes paces, positions and turns.  The ‘Figure 8’ exercise introduces the additional complexity of curved heeling and heeling around people. The separate Figure 8 exercise also allows the number of exercises in the CCD class to be maintained at five (5) when the Stays are deleted as proposed by the ACT.

10.8 DOGS SA

CCD, Novice and Open Classes

Proposal: 

Remove the lead up from all exercises which do not normally commence at the Start Peg or do not currently require the Handler to “take up position” at the commencement of the exercise. This is already the case for exercises in the Utility and UDX classes, where all exercises either begin at the Start Peg or with the Handler receiving the order to “take up position”.

This would mean that all exercises other than heeling exercises in CCD, Novice and Open would commence with the Judge giving the order for the Handler to “take up position”. 

Rationale:  This is already the case in the Utility and UDX classes.  The lead up adds nothing to the exercise.  The dog’s ability to heel off with its Handler and sit are sufficiently tested in the various heeling exercises.  The lead up part of the exercise can be demotivating to some dogs. 

Consequential changes would be necessary to the Orders from the Judge and in the Deductions for the exercises affected.                                                                                     

10.9 DOGS ACT
Current:  Stand for Examination 
 


Maximum Points: 20

Principal Feature:

The dog to stand steadily on the lead until completion of the exercise, and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge, the Handler will move forward and stand the dog. On further order from the Judge, the Handler may give a command to stay and will walk forward to the front of the dog, turn around and stand facing the dog. The dog should be held at the end of a loose lead with the Handler directly in front of the dog.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front. The Judge will touch the dog's head and body only. The mouth, tail and legs must not be examined.

The Judge will then give the order ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’ whereupon the Handler will return to the dog. The dog must remain in a standing position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished' and must not show undue resentment or shyness.

Orders from Judge:

'Forward’, ‘Stand (Stand Your Dog)', 'Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)', 'Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:

Disqualification: For a dog which attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position.

Minor: For a dog that requires a second command to stand, moves its feet or for poor stands or for failing to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Proposal: Change Stand for Examination exercise to a Stand Stay on Lead exercise:

Stand for Examination Stay on Lead 



 Maximum Points: 20

Principal Feature:

The dog to stand steadily on the lead until completion of the exercise, and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge, the Handler will move forward and stand the dog. On further order from the Judge, the Handler may give a command to stay and will walk forward to the front of the dog, turn around and stand facing the dog. The dog should be held at the end of a loose lead with the Handler directly in front of the dog.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front. The Judge will touch the dog's head and body only. The mouth, tail and legs must not be examined. walk completely around the dog and handler, but not closer than one (1) metre to the dog.
The Judge will then give the order ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’ whereupon the Handler will return to the dog. The dog must remain in a standing position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished' and must not show undue resentment or shyness.

Orders from Judge:

'Forward’, ‘Stand (Stand Your Dog)', 'Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)', 'Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:

Disqualification: For a dog which attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position.

Minor: For a dog that requires a second command to stand, moves its feet or for poor stands or for failing to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: The CCD class is where many newbies start Obedience and the examination is a particularly difficult exercise for many new dogs. Having the judge walk around but not examine the dog gives a useful progression to the Stand for Examination in the CD class.
10.10 DOGS SA

Stand for Examination

Proposal: The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front. The Judge will touch the dog's head and body only. The head, mouth, tail and legs must not be examined.

Rationale:  CCD dogs are very inexperienced and may not be comfortable with their heads being touched by a stranger.

10.11 DOGS WEST
Proposal: Replace the Stand for Examination with a Stand Stay

Stand Stay
The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front and not direct front and walk once  only completely around both dog and handler at approximately 1m distance.
Rationale: We currently have stand for examination in each class. CCD is the ‘starting point’ for obedience with a beginner dog and a Stand Stay would be a better introduction for a beginner dog. By the time the dog has competed in at least three trials (to gain CCD title) the dog will be more prepared for Stand for Examination at Novice Level.
10.12 DOGS SA

Proposal: Stay Exercises all CCD, Novice and Open Classes                                                                                                                                          

The timing of the stays be adjusted as follows:

CCD

Sit  1 minute
Down  2 minutes
No Change

Novice
Sit  1 minute
Down  3 minutes
No Change

Open

Sit  2 minutes
Down  4 minutes
1 minute less for each 

Rationale:  To provide a more gradual increase in the duration of the stays as the dogs progress through the classes.

10.13 DOGS WEST
Proposal: Group Sit Stay Exercises

CCD pages 19 and 20

CD pages 24 and 25

CDX page 32

All group SIT stays be replaced in CCD, CD and CDX with an individual exercise of Sit and Stay whilst the handler collects the lead
On order from the Judge, the handler leaves the dog to collect the lead and returns to the dog which must remain in the sitting position until the Judge orders exercise finished. The higher the class, the greater the distance the handler leaves the dog. The lead shall be placed in an area designated by the Judge which is easily accessible to the handler.

CCD approximately 10 metres CD approximately 15 metres CDX approximately 25 metres Orders from the Judge:

Leave and collect your lead, Return (to your dog) Exercise finished. The dog must exit the ring on lead.

Rationale: With dogs in a close ring environment there is a greater propensity for an altercation to arise. A sit position is inherently unstable and is not a natural or comfortable position for a dog to hold for a length of time.

A sit stay (impulse control) is currently tested in all classes from recall in CCD and Novice through to Drop on Recall, both retrieves in Open, Directed Jumping and retrieving exercises in Utility.

We have a duty of care to dogs, handlers, Judges and stewards. Replacing this exercise is for the betterment of the sport.

10.14 DOGS WEST

	Current: 2 Min Down Stay

Proposal: 1 Min down Stay
	Maximum Points:
	15

	Principal Feature:


The dog to stay off the lead in the down position until the completion of the exercise.

Description of Exercise:
This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to a Stay Peg which shall be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart and with their dogs in the Down position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (Leave Your Dogs)' , the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave and walk approximately five (5) metres. On order from the Judge or Steward the Handlers will turn to face their dogs and halt.

After ONE (1) minute from the time the Judge has ordered the Handlers to leave, he will give the order 'Return (Return to Your Dogs)’. The Handlers must return to their dogs together. The dogs must not move from the down position until after the Judge orders ‘Exercise Finished'.

If a dog gets up and starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward, or Handler, to take the dog away from the other dogs.
Orders from Judge:
‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, ‘About Turn'. 'Halt', ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)', 'Exercise Finished’. Judges may delegate a Steward to give the orders 'About Turn’, 'Halt', ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’.
Deductions:
Zero Score: For a dog which fails to remain in the down position or which moves more than half its body length from where it was left.

Minor: For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting, or for a dog that lies down in a position which is commonly known as the ‘Dead Dog' position, or if Handlers do not leave or return with other Handlers.
10.15 DOGS ACT
Current: 
1 Min. SIT STAY 






 Maximum Points: 15

2 Min. DOWN STAY 
 




 Maximum Points: 15

Proposal: Delete both Stay exercises - Insert new Impulse Control Exercise

Impulse Control 






 Maximum Points: 20

Principal Feature:

The dog to stay off-lead in the position designated by the judge until the completion of the exercise.

Description of Exercise:

This is an individual exercise.  With the dog at heel, the Handler will take up position at a place designated by the Judge approximately ten (10) metres from and facing the Judges table.  The judge will nominate whether the dog shall be placed in the sit or down position, but the same position will be used for all dogs. On order from the Judge ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, the Handler may give their dog a command to stay and will immediately leave and walk to the Judges table, retrieve the dog’s lead and return around the dog to the heel position. 

The dog must not move from the designated place or nominated position until after the Judge orders ‘Exercise Finished’.

If the dog gets up and starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward or Handler to take control of the dog.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take up Position’, ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, ‘‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a dog which fails to remain in the nominated position until the exercise is completed, or which moves more than half of its body length from where it was left.

Minor: For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting.

Rationale: Group Stay exercises mean the dogs are vulnerable to intimidation and/or attack from other dogs. This individual exercise removes that vulnerability and tests a dog’s impulse control.

There is increasing demand from triallers (experienced and new to the sport) for the removal of off-lead group exercises in all Obedience Trialling classes due to safety for the dog, and occupational and health safety concerns for ring officials in the event of a dog attack.

The ‘Impulse Control’ exercise seeks to replicate the dog being required to ‘stay’ in a ‘real life’ situation, that is, the dog is required to demonstrate impulse control by remaining in the designated position while the Handler is at a distance and there is distraction and movement in the immediate environment.

Proposed change - Judges Chart – CCD Class

Consequential changes will be required to the CCD Class Judges Chart
11. NOVICE CLASS
11.1 DOGS ACT
Current: The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

Heel Free 





40

Stand Free for Examination 
 

30

Recall 
 




40

(a) Retrieve on the Flat  or 
(b) Change of Position 



30

1-min Sit Stay
 



30

3-min Down Stay 




30


TOTAL 
 



200

Less penalties for misbehaviour

Proposal: Novice Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

1.
Heel Free 




 40

2.
Stand Free for Examination Figure 8 
 30 20
2. 3.
Recall Stand Free for Examination 
 40 30
3. 4.
Recall 
 



40

4. 5.
(a) Retrieve on the Flat or 
4. 5.
(b) Change of Position 


 30

5. 6.
1-min Sit Stay Impulse Control 

 30 40
6. 7.
3-min Down Stay 



 30

TOTAL 




 200

Less penalties for misbehaviour

Rationale: Remove the Figure 8 from the Heal on Lead exercise, insert a separate Figure 8 exercise, delete the 1 min Sit Stay and 2 min Down Stay exercises and replace the Stays with a new Impulse Control Exercise.

The detailed rationale for each of the above proposals is set out after the details of each change set out below.

11.2 DOGS ACT 
Current: Heel Free 
 





Maximum Points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog and Handler to work as a team without the use of a lead

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge 'Forward' the Handler may attract the dog's attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly or at the directed pace.

The dog must work off lead. Any unusual or additional act, signal or command, which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

At each order from the Judge to 'Halt', the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The Handler and dog must execute a 'Figure Eight' at normal pace in which they must heel at least twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart. There must be at least one 'Halt' during this portion of the exercise. The Judge may replace a Steward in the 'Figure Eight' or may take the place of a Steward himself.

Orders from Judge:

'Forward', 'Right Turn', ‘Left Turn', 'Right About Turn', 'Left About Turn', 'Fast Pace', 'Slow Pace', 'Normal Pace', 'Halt', 'Down (Down Your Dog)', 'Stand (Stand Your Dog)', 'Figure Eight, 'Lead Out', 'Exercise Finished'. These orders may be given in any sequence and repeated.

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%: If the Handler continually guides the dog, or adapts his pace to the dog, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise or if the dog fails to negotiate the Figure Eight.

Minor: For failing to sit, stand or down; for poor sits, downs, stands, for failing to accompany the Handler around one Figure Eight (8) post, for occasional guidance or for the use of more than one command, for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Proposal: Delete Figure 8 from Heel Free exercise

Heel Free 





 Maximum Points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog and Handler to work as a team without the use of a lead

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge 'Forward' the Handler may attract the dog's attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly or at the directed pace.

The dog must work off lead. Any unusual or additional act, signal or command, which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

At each order from the Judge to 'Halt', the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The Handler and dog must execute a 'Figure Eight' at normal pace in which they must heel at least twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart. There must be at least one 'Halt' during this portion of the exercise. The Judge may replace a Steward in the 'Figure Eight' or may take the place of a Steward himself.

Orders from Judge:

'Forward', 'Right Turn', ‘Left Turn', 'Right About Turn', 'Left About Turn', 'Fast Pace', 'Slow Pace', 'Normal Pace', 'Halt', 'Down (Down Your Dog)', 'Stand (Stand Your Dog)', 'Figure Eight, 'Lead Out', 'Exercise Finished'. These orders may be given in any sequence and repeated.

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%: If the Handler continually guides the dog, or adapts his pace to the dog, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise or if the dog fails to negotiate the Figure Eight.

Minor: For failing to sit, stand or down; for poor sits, downs, stands, for failing to accompany the Handler around one Figure Eight (8) post, for occasional guidance or for the use of more than one command, for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: The ‘Figure 8’ exercise is removed from ‘Heel Free’ and introduced as a separate exercise.  It allows inexperienced Handlers and dogs to re-group and re-focus after a comprehensive heeling pattern which includes paces, positions and turns.  The ‘Figure 8’ exercise introduces the additional complexity of off-lead curved heeling and heeling around people with the requirement that the Handler and dog complete two full ‘Figure 8’ circuits.

11.3 DOGS ACT

Proposal: New separate Figure 8 exercise:

Figure 8 
 





Maximum Points: 20

Principal Feature:

The dog and Handler to work as a team without the use of a lead while heeling in a ‘Figure 8’.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’, the Handler may attract the dog’s attention by saying its name then give a command to heel and, at the same time, commence walking briskly in normal pace.

On order from the Judge, the Handler and dog must execute a ‘Figure 8’ at normal pace in which they must heel twice around two Stewards standing approximately three (3) metres apart.  The Judge may replace a Steward in the ‘Figure 8’ or may take the place of a Steward as required.

There must be at least one ‘Halt’ during this exercise.  On order from the Judge, to ‘Halt’, the Handler must stop and the dog must sit smartly at heel without command and not move until ordered to do so.

The dog must work off lead.  Any unusual or additional act, signal or command, which in the opinion of the Judge gives the dog assistance, must be penalised.

Orders from Judge:

‘Forward’, ‘Figure 8’, ‘Halt’, ‘Lead Out’, ‘Halt’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a dog which is unmanageable.

Over 50%:  If the Handler continually guides the dog, or adapts his pace to the dog, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise, or if the dog fails to negotiate the Figure 8.

Minor:  For failing to sit, for poor sits, for failing to accompany the Handler around one Figure 8 post, for occasional guidance or for the use of more than one command, for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: The ‘Figure 8’ exercise is removed from ‘Heel Free’ and introduced as a separate exercise.  It allows inexperienced Handlers and dogs to re-group and re-focus after a comprehensive heeling pattern which includes paces, positions and turns.  The ‘Figure 8’ exercise introduces the additional complexity of off-lead curved heeling and heeling around people with the requirement that the Handler and dog complete two full ‘Figure 8’ circuits.

11.4 DOGS ACT
Current: 
1 Min. SIT STAY 
 


Maximum Points: 30

 Min. DOWN STAY 
 


Maximum Points: 30
Proposal: Delete both Stay exercises - Insert new Impulse Control Exercise

Impulse Control 



 Maximum Points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog to stay off-lead in the position designated by the judge until the completion of the exercise.

Description of Exercise:

This is an individual exercise.  With the dog at heel, the Handler will take up position at a place designated by the Judge approximately ten (10) metres from and facing the Judges table.  The judge will nominate whether the dog shall be placed in the sit or down position, but the same position will be used for all dogs.

On order from the Judge ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, the Handler may give their dog a command to stay and will immediately leave and walk to the Judges table, turn around and face their dog and wait there until further order from the Judge. Approximately thirty (30) seconds after the handler has arrived at the table, the Judge will give the order “Return (Return to your Dog)”. The Handler will retrieve the dog’s lead from the table and return around the dog to the heel position.

The dog must not move from the designated place or nominated position until after the Judge orders ‘Exercise Finished’.

If the dog gets up and starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward or Handler to take control of the dog.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take up Position’, ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, “Return (Return to your Dog)”, ‘‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a dog which fails to remain in the nominated position until the exercise is completed, or which moves more than half of its body length from where it was left.

Minor:  For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting.

Rationale: Group Stay exercises mean the dogs are vulnerable to intimidation and/or attack from other dogs. This individual exercise removes that vulnerability and tests a dog’s impulse control.

There is increasing demand from triallers (experienced and new to the sport) for the removal of off-lead group exercises in all Obedience Trialling classes due to safety for the dog, and occupational and health safety concerns for ring officials in the event of a dog attack.

The ‘Impulse Control’ exercise seeks to replicate the dog being required to ‘stay’ in a ‘real life’ situation, that is, the dog is required to demonstrate impulse control by remaining in the designated position while the Handler is at a distance and there is distraction and movement in the immediate environment.

In the Novice class the degree of difficulty is increased by requiring the handler to wait at the table for 30 seconds before returning to the dog with the lead.

Proposed change - Judges Chart – Novice Class

Consequential changes will be required to the Novice Class Judges Chart

11.5 DOGS WEST

Current: 3 Min Down Stay

Proposal: CD Down Stay to be reduced to 2 minutes and Handlers to be 6 metres distance

2 Min Down Stay                               

 Maximum points 30

Principal Feature:

The dog to stay off the lead in the down position until the completion of the exercise.

Description of Exercise:

This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to a Stay Peg which shall be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart and with their dogs in the Down position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (Leave Your Dogs)', the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave and walk as directed approximately six (6) metres. On order from the Judge or Steward the Handlers will turn to face their dogs and halt.

After Two (2) minutes from the time the Judge has ordered the Handlers to leave, he will give the order 'Return (Return to Your Dogs)'. The Handlers must return to their dogs together. The dogs must not move from the down position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished'.

If a dog gets up and starts to roam, the judge may instruct a Steward, or Handler, to take the dog away from the other dogs.

Orders from Judge:

'Leave (Leave Your Dog)', 'About Turn'. 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog)', 'Exercise Finished'. Judges may delegate Steward to give the orders 'About Turn', 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog)'.

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a dog which fails to remain in the down position or which moves more than half its body length from where it was left.
Minor: For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting, or for a dog that lies down in a position which is commonly known as the Dead Dog position, or if Handlers do not leave or return with other Handlers
12. OPEN CLASS
12.1 DOGS VIC

Heel  Free Deductions

Over 50%....

Current: If the Handler continually guides the dog, or adapts his pace to the dog, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise, or if the dog fails to negotiate a Figure Eight Post.

Proposal: Add Substantial Deduction- For a dog that fails to negotiate a Figure Eight Post.
Over 50% - If the Handler continually guides the dog, or adapts his pace to the dog, or if the dog does not complete the Principal Feature of the exercise.

Rationale: Failing to negotiate a (one) Figure Eight post is an over 50% deduction in the Open Class whilst in CCD and Novice it is a Minor. It is agreed that the standard in Open is to be higher than the previous class however having the error jump from being a minor to over 50% is excessive. 

By changing this penalty to a substantial in the Open Class for failing to negotiate one figure eight post is fairer and a clear increase in the deduction for this error from the previous class, without failing the team for this single error. 

If the dog misses 2 posts then it will fail as two substantials will be deducted.

12.2 DOGS NSW
Directed Retrieve

Current: Description of Exercise

In this exercise the Handler will provide two (2) predominately white, wrist length cotton gloves, which must be open and must be approved by the Judge.

The Judge or Steward will then place the two (2) gloves across the end or side of the ring. The Handler with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to and at least twelve (12) metres from where the middle distance is between the gloves. The gloves must not be placed into position until the completion of the previous exercise

The two gloves should be placed in a straight line approximately one (1) metre from the edge or side of the ring. The distance between the gloves will be approximately ten (10) metres. Both gloves must be clearly and equally visible to the dog when the Handler turns to face the glove designated by the Judge. The Handler should be able to look over their shoulder to check where the gloves are placed before turning around to face the gloves.

The gloves will be designated “One” and “Two” reading from left to right when the Handler turns and faces the gloves. The Judge will give the order “One” or “Two” and then order the Handler to “About Turn”. The Handler will give the command to Heel, and then turn in place, right or left, to face the designated glove. The Handler will come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel. The Handler must not touch the dog, nor reposition the dog.

The Judge will then order “Send (Send Your Dog)”. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated glove with a single motion of either the left or the right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the glove at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it.

The dog must sit directly in front of the Handler and hold the glove until the Judge orders “Take it” when the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders “Finish”. On the Handler’s command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

This exercise shall consist of a single retrieve. The same number glove will be used for every dog in the class in the trial.

Proposal: Directed Retrieve

Description of Exercise

In this exercise the Handler will provide two (2) predominately white, wrist length cotton gloves, which must be open and must be approved by the Judge. 

The Judge or Steward will then place the two (2) gloves across the end or side of the ring. The Handler with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to and at least approximately twelve (12) metres from where the middle distance is between the gloves. The gloves must not be placed into position until the completion of the previous exercise

The two gloves should be placed in a straight line approximately one (1) metre from the edge or side of the ring. The distance between the gloves will be approximately ten (10) metres. Both gloves must be clearly and equally visible to the dog when the Handler turns to face the glove designated by the Judge. The Handler should be able to look over their shoulder to check where the gloves are placed before turning around to face the gloves.

The gloves will be designated “One” and “Two” reading from left to right when the Handler turns and faces the gloves. The Judge will give the order “One” or “Two” and then order the Handler to “About Turn”. The Handler will give the command to Heel, and then turn in place, right or left, to face the designated glove. The Handler will come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel. The Handler must not touch the dog, nor reposition the dog.

The Judge will then order “Send (Send Your Dog)”. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated glove with a single motion of either the left or the right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the glove at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it.

The dog must sit directly in front of the Handler and hold the glove until the Judge orders “Take it” when the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders “Finish”. On the Handler’s command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

This exercise shall consist of a single retrieve. The same number glove will be used for every dog in the class in the trial.

Rationale: Change “at least” to “approximately” in Description of Exercise 

"At least" means a minimum of 12 metres and can be interpreted as the length of the ring. "Approximately" means "as close as possible to" 12 metres from the centre glove, which is surely the intention of this rule. It is fairer if the distances and angles are consistent.
12.3 DOGS VIC
3 min Sit Stay – Handler Out of Sight

Proposal: 

Delete the Sit Stay from the Class and reallocate points as follows:-

1.  Heel Free






40

2.  Stand Free for Examination



20

3.  Drop on Recall





30

4.  Retrieve Dumbell on the Flat



30

5a Retrieve Dumbell over Solid  or

5b Directed Retrieve




30

6a Broad Jump

     or

6b Distance Control





20

7.  3 minute Down Stay – Handler Out of Sight

30






  
TOTAL         200

Rationale: The dogs have demonstrated in both CCD and Novice that they can sit and stay and therefore no need to have two stay exercises in this class. A sit is not a natural position for a dog to remain in for long periods of time.

12.4 DOGS VIC
5 minute Down Stay – Handler Out of Sight

Current wording: 5 Minute Down Stay – Handler Out of Sight

Proposal: 3 Minute Down Stay - Handler Out of Sight

Rationale:  One Stay in this Class is all that is necessary, given the dogs have shown they are able to sit and down stay in previous classes.  Given that the stay is now performed with the Handler out of sight the degree of difficulty for the exercise has increased for this class.

The reduction in time duration aids in the transition from the Novice Class to Open Class.

The points for all exercises are to be redistributed as per submission for the abolition of the Sit Stay from this class.

12.5 DOGS WEST
Current: 5 Min Down Stay

Proposal: 3 minute Down Stay
Handlers leave their dogs approximately 15 metres and halt with their backs to their dogs as directed by the judge
	3 Min DOWN STAY
	Maximum Points:
	25

	Principal Feature:


The dog to stay off the lead in the down position until the completion of the exercise
Description of Exercise:
This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their position with their right foot next to a Stay Peg which shall be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart and with their dogs In the Down position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (Leave Your Dog)' the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave and, accompanied by a Steward, go out of sight of the dogs to a point previously designated by the Judge.
The Handlers will be asked ‘Are You Ready’. The next command will be ‘Leave (Leave Your Dogs)’ whereupon the Handlers may give their dog a command to stay and walk approximately fifteen (15) metres and halt as directed, with their backs to the dogs. The Handlers are not permitted to look over their shoulders at the dogs.
After three (3) minutes from the time the Judge has ordered the Handlers to leave their dogs, the Steward Judge will order 'Return (Return to Your Dogs)'. The Handlers must return to their dogs together. The dogs must not move from the down position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished'.
If a dog gets up and starts to roam, the Judge may instruct the Steward to take the dog away from the other dogs.
Orders from Judge:
'Leave (Leave Your Dogs)', 'Return (Return to Your Dogs)' (may be given by a Steward), 'Exercise Finished'.
Deductions:
Zero Score: For a dog which fails to remain in the down position, or which moves more than half its body length from where it was left. For a handler who looks over their shoulder at their dog.
Minor: For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting, or for a dog that lies down in a position which is commonly known as the 'Dead Dog' position, or if Handlers do not leave or return with other Handlers.

Rationale: At present there is no difference in the amount of time dogs are left in the CDX group down stays to the UD group down stays. The increase of 1 minute for each test with different distances makes more sense. Having no out of sight stays gives a much better feeling of security to both dogs and handlers. The CDX exercise with handlers back to their dogs is also a stepping stone to the Stand for Exam in UDX
12.6 DOGS ACT

Proposal: Open Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

Heel Free
 






30

Stand Free For Examination
 



20

Drop on Recall






30

Retrieve Dumbbell on Flat





20

a. Retrieve Dumbbell over Solid Jump  or
b. Directed Retrieve
 





30

a. Broad Jump  or
b. Distance Control






 20

3-min. Sit Stay – Handler Out of Sight Directed Sendaway
 25 20
5-min. Down Stay – Handler Out of Sight Impulse Control
 25 30

TOTAL 






 200

Less penalty for misbehaviour.

Delete both Stay Exercises - Insert new Directed Sendaway Exercise and new Impulse Control Exercise

Directed Sendaway 




 Maximum Points: 20

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to leave the Handler and go to the prescribed area and remain in the sit position until collected by the Handler.

Description of Exercise:

The Judge shall prescribe an area, which shall be marked by a frame positioned no closer than three (3) metres from the ring edge, and no more than ten (10) metres from the point at which the dog is sent.

The Judge will direct the Handler to ‘Take Up Position’, and the Handler shall stand the dog in the position indicated by the Judge.  On order from the Judge, the Handler shall command the dog to go to the prescribed area.  The Handler may give the dog the direction to the prescribed area with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm.  The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog.  The command to send will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog must go directly to the prescribed area at a brisk pace.  It must not go past the prescribed area or enter from behind.  Once the dog is in the prescribed area, it may sit automatically, or the Handler may attract the dog’s attention by using its’ name before giving a command to sit.

The Judge will order the Handler to ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’.  Without any additional command to the dog, the Handler will walk briskly to the dog.  Once in the heel position, the Handler will, after a discernible pause and without further direction from the Judge, command the dog to ‘heel’ forward five (5) metres and halt.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take up Position’, ‘Send (Send your Dog)’, ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a dog which requires more than one command to leave the Handler or to sit in the prescribed area or fails to remain in the sit position until the Handler commands the dog forward.  For the dog that anticipates any part of the Principal Feature, fails to sit substantially in the prescribed area.  For a dog that goes past the back edge of the prescribed area or enters from behind.  For the Handler giving the command to sit whilst the dog is outside the prescribed area.

Substantial:  Where the dog is slow going out, fails to heel with Handler or fails to automatically sit when the Handler stops.

Minor:  Where the dog is substantially but not entirely with the prescribed area.  For heeling imperfections and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: The ‘Directed Sendaway’ exercise is introduced as a precursor exercise to the UD ‘Directed Jumping’ and UDX ‘Directed Sendaway and Recall’ exercises.  It requires the dog to demonstrate the ability to work independently away from the handler which is a feature of the higher classes, and requires impulse control, that is, remaining in the sit position while the Handler moves forward to the dog. With the proposed deletion of the Group Stays, this new exercise keeps the total of Open exercises to eight (8).

12.7 DOGS ACT
Impulse Exercise



 
 Maximum Points: 30

Principal Feature:

The dog to stay off-lead in the position designated by the judge until the completion of the exercise.

Description of Exercise:

This is an individual exercise.  With the dog at heel, the Handler will take up position at a place designated by the Judge approximately ten (10) metres from and facing the Judges table.  The judge will nominate whether the dog shall be placed in the sit or down position, but the same position will be used for all dogs.

On order from the Judge ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, the Handler may give their dog a command to stay and will immediately leave and walk to the Judges table, turn around and face their dog and wait there until further order from the Judge. Approximately sixty (60) seconds after the handler has arrived at the table, the Judge will give the order “Return (Return to your Dog)”. The Handler will retrieve the dog’s lead from the table and return around the dog to the heel position. 

The dog must not move from the designated place or nominated position until after the Judge orders ‘Exercise Finished’.

If the dog gets up and starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward or Handler to take control of the dog.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take up Position’, ‘Leave (Leave Your Dog)’, “Return (Return to your Dog)”, ‘‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a dog which fails to remain in the nominated position until the exercise is completed, or which moves more than half of its body length from where it was left.
Minor:  For minor movements, e.g. fidgeting.

Rationale: Group Stay exercises mean the dogs are vulnerable to intimidation and/or attack from other dogs. This individual exercise removes that vulnerability and tests a dog’s impulse control.

There is increasing demand from triallers (experienced and new to the sport) for the removal of off-lead group exercises in all Obedience Trialling classes due to safety for the dog, and occupational and health safety concerns for ring officials in the event of a dog attack.

The ‘Impulse Control’ exercise seeks to replicate the dog being required to ‘stay’ in a ‘real life’ situation, that is, the dog is required to demonstrate impulse control by remaining in the designated position while the Handler is at a distance and there is distraction and movement in the immediate environment.

In the Open class the degree of difficulty is increased by requiring the handler to wait at the table for 60 seconds before returning to the dog with the lead.

Proposed change - Judges Chart – OPEN Class

Consequential changes will be required to the Open Class Judges Chart
13. UTILITY CLASS
13.1 DOGS QLD
Proposal:   Deletion of Jumping In the Utility Dog Class
13.2 DOGS QLD

Proposal: Directed Gates
Maximum Points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to leave the Handler and go substantially in the right direction to the prescribed area and sit and go through the gates as directed.

Description of Exercise:

The gates, consisting of two uprights per gate, will be placed approximately seven and a half (7.5) metres apart on each side of the Ring.  To form the gate the uprights will be placed a minimum of one and a half (1.5) metres and a maximum of two (2) metres apart.  The gates will be designated ‘left’ or ‘right’ as the Handler faces them.

The Judge shall prescribe an area, which will be marked by a frame positioned no closer than three (3) metres from the unobstructed end of the ring and in the middle, and no more than twenty-five (25) metres from the point from which the dog is sent.  The gates shall be set at approximately halfway, but no closer than ten (10) metres from the position from where the dog is sent or from the prescribed area.

For an indoor ring, the prescribed area shall be no closer than one (1) metre from the end of the ring and a minimum of ten (10) metres from where the dog is sent.  The gates shall be approximately halfway, but no closer than five (5) metres from the position from where the dog is to be sent.

For each part of the exercise, the Handler shall stand the dog in the position indicated by the Judge, which shall be midway between and in front of the gates.  On order from the Judge, the Handler shall command the dog to go to the prescribed area.  The dog must go substantially in the right direction and at a brisk pace.  It must not go past the prescribed area or enter from behind.  Once the dog is in the prescribed area, it should sit automatically.

The dog is not required to sit squarely on to the Handler at this point.  Where the Handler chooses to command the dog to sit, he may attract the dog’s attention by using its name before giving the command.  If this is done a penalty will be incurred.

The Judge must indicate by order or signal which gate is to be taken and will not advise the Handler until the dog is sitting within the prescribed area.  The Handler will then command the dog to pass through the designated gate.  While the dog is passing through the gate the Handler will turn and face it, so that the dog will come in to sit squarely in front.  On order from the Judge, the Handler will command the dog to finish, whereupon the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

Praise may be given to the dog between parts of the exercise.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take up your position’; ‘Send (Send Your Dog)’; ‘Left Gate (Through the Left Gate)’; or ‘Right Gate (Through the Right Gate)’; ‘Finish’;  ‘Part Exercise Finished’; ‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:

Zero Score:  For a Handler who directs the dog to the incorrect gate.  For a dog which requires more than one command to leave the Handler or to sit in the prescribed area, anticipates any part of the Principal Feature, does not go substantially in the right direction or fails to sit substantially within the prescribed area (see Section 9).  Goes past the back edge of the prescribed area or enters from behind.  Does not pass through a gate as directed, on command, knocks over an upright or does not return to the Handler, must be marked zero for that particular portion of the exercise and the Judge’s Chart endorsed ‘non-qualifying’ score.

Substantial:  For that particular part of the exercise, if a dog is slow going out or returning or responds slowly to commands; fails to sit in front or finish, or anticipates the finish or for a dog that requires a command to sit in the prescribed area.

Minor:  For the particular part of the exercise, where the dog is substantially but not entirely within the prescribed area.  For poor sits or finishes and for failure to carry out the lesser points of the exercise.

Note:  A non-qualifying score in a part of this exercise shall be deemed to be a non-qualifying score for the whole of the exercise.

13.3 DOGS QLD

Consequential Change:

Equipment: Gates:

Each of the two (2) Gates will consist of two (2) uprights or pylons made of a solid material and should be a minimum of one (1) metre and a maximum of one and a half (1.5) metres high and a minimum diameter of approximately 5cm.  Each of the uprights/pylons must be independently stable to accommodate such things as strong

winds but still able to move if the dog runs into it.  The base of the uprights must ensure the safety of the dog so should not have any sharp edges nor extend too far into the gate.  The uprights should be of a high visibility colour.

Suggestion:  Traffic cones or dropping a pvc pipe over the uprights of the present jumps (that would enable them to still be used for other disciplines e.g. rally obedience.
[image: image3.png]


1150mm high 6kg base ($19 at Bunnings)

Rationale:
At the last rules review there was an alternative provided in the Companion Dog Excellent Class for the Retrieve Over the Solid Jump.  This was the Directed Retrieve and provided the avenue for a dog to compete in this class without having to jump.  This has left the situation where the only class now in Obedience where the dog must jump is the Utility Dog Class.  

Many dogs have difficulty in jumping which can be caused by such things as being a particular breed type, injury, age or night blindness.  A dog jumping is not an important attribute of the dog being a part of its family or community.  In actual fact, dogs jumping can cause problems e.g. clearing fences.  Jumping is obviously key to agility sports, but it is not a pivotal criterion for demonstrating excellence in Obedience trialling.  

Therefore, this proposal, involves amending the already existing exercise of Directed Jumping rather than providing an alternative.  There is already a considerable amount of equipment in the UD ring which limits open space where another exercise may be accommodated, especially one that involves the use of equipment.  By amending this exercise rather than including an alternative also means the affiliate conducting the trial does not have to provide additional equipment.

13.4 DOGS ACT
Current: Deductions:

Zero Score: For a Handler who directs the dog to the incorrect jump. For a dog which requires more than one command to leave the Handler or to sit in the prescribed area, anticipates any part of the Principal Feature, does not go substantially in the right direction or fails to sit substantially within the prescribed area (see Section 8). Goes past the back edge of the prescribed area or enters from behind. Does not jump as directed, on command; knocks the bar off the bar jump, climbs the solid jump, or does not return to the Handler, must be marked zero for that particular portion of the exercise and the Judge’s Chart endorsed 'non-qualifying' score.

Substantial: For that particular part of the exercise, if a dog is slow going out or returning or responds slowly to commands; fails to sit in front or finish, or anticipates the finish or for a dog that requires a command to sit in the prescribed area.

Proposal: Knocking bar of jump reduced to substantial deduction from zero score:

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a Handler who directs the dog to the incorrect jump. For a dog which requires more than one command to leave the Handler or to sit in the prescribed area, anticipates any part of the Principal Feature, does not go substantially in the right direction or fails to sit substantially within the prescribed area (see Section 8). Goes past the back edge of the prescribed area or enters from behind. Does not jump as directed, on command; knocks the bar off the bar jump, climbs the solid jump, or does not return to the Handler, must be marked zero for that particular portion of the exercise and the Judge’s Chart endorsed 'non-qualifying' score.

Substantial: For that particular part of the exercise, if a dog is slow going out or returning or responds slowly to commands; fails to sit in front or finish, knocks the bar off the bar jump, or anticipates the finish or for a dog that requires a command to sit in the prescribed area.

Rationale: The principal feature of the exercise requires the dog to “jump as directed”. A dog that takes the correct jump but knocks off the bar has satisfied the principal feature. Knocking the bar off shows an imperfect performance of the correct jump and is therefore more appropriately penalised as a substantial rather than as a fail.

13.5 DOGS VIC
Change the Order of the Exercises

Current:
The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be: 

1. Seek Back 






30 

2. Directed jumping 






40 

3. Scent Discrimination 





45 

4. Signal Exercise 






30 

5. (a) Speak on Command
or 

(b) Food Refusal

or




20

(c) Directed Retrieve 

6. Group Examination 





10 

7. 5 Min Down Stay-Handler Out of Sight 


25 

         TOTAL 200
Proposal: 

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be: 

1. Seek Back 






30 

2. Signal Exercise 






30 

3. Scent Discrimination 





45 

4. Directed jumping






40 

5. (a) Speak on Command

or 

(b) Food Refusal


or



20

(c) Directed Retrieve

6. Group Examination 





10 

7. 5 Min Down Stay-Handler Out of Sight 


25 

         


TOTAL 




200
Rationale:  Swapping the order of Directed Jumping and the Signal Exercise as many dogs confuse the send to the prescribed area as a second seek back. The heeling exercise in all other classes is done either as the first or second exercise this will bring continuity to all classes.
13.6 DOGS ACT

Current: Scent Discrimination 

 
 Maximum Points: 45

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve.

Description of Exercise:

The dog must select by scent and retrieve an article, which has been handled by its Handler in each of the three tests (i.e. leather, metal and wood). The Handler will select the order in which the different articles are to be retrieved.

Preparation:

(i) On entering the Ring, the Handler must surrender the articles, which must be kept on the Judge's table.

(ii) The Judge must designate one number/letter of each of the sets.

(iii) The remaining 12 articles must be placed by hand and at random at least 150 mm apart by either the Judge or the Steward. The Affiliate conducting the fixture will provide a canvas if requested.

The Exercise:

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will take up position as directed by the Judge, at least five (5) metres from and facing in the opposite direction to the articles.

The Judge or Steward will offer the designated articles to the Handler. Judging commences at this point. Immediately after receiving the article, and before imparting his scent, the Handler must show and say the number to the Judge. The Handler's scent must be imparted only from his hands which must remain in plain sight at all times for the duration of the scent discrimination exercise. The Handler must not show the article to the dog.

On order from the Judge, the Handler must immediately surrender the article to the Judge or Steward who will place it among the other articles either on the ground or on the mat as requested by the Handler. The Judge or Steward must not touch the scented article. On order from the Judge, the Handler and the dog will turn and face the articles. On further order, the Handler may place his hand gently over the dog's nose and may give a command to retrieve.

The dog must go to the articles at a brisk pace, but may take a reasonable time to select the right one provided that he works smartly and continuously and does not pick up any article other than the one designated. After picking up the correct article, the dog must promptly return and sit directly in front of the Handler, and hold the article until given a command to surrender.

The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handlers command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position, sit and remain in that position. The Judge will take the article from the Handler and state 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved.

Orders from Judge:

'Take up Position', 'Select your Article', 'Thank You', 'About Turn', 'Send (Send Your Dog)', 'Take it', 'Finish', 'Part Exercise Finished', 'Exercise Finished', 'Article Correct ' or 'Article Incorrect'.

Proposal: Option 1 – reduce retrieves from three to two and delete all finishes
3. SCENT DISCRIMINATION 
 

Maximum Points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve.

Description of Exercise:

The dog must select by scent and retrieve an article, which has been handled by its Handler in each of the two three tests (i.e. leather or metal or wood). The Judge will decide which two of the three articles will be used. The Handler will select the order in which the different articles are to be retrieved.

Preparation:

(i) On entering the Ring, the Handler must surrender the articles, which must be kept on the Judge's table.

(ii) The Judge must designate one number/letter of each of the sets.

(iii) The remaining 12 articles must be placed by hand and at random at least 150 mm apart by either the Judge or the Steward. The Affiliate conducting the fixture will provide a canvas if requested.

The Exercise:

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will take up position as directed by the Judge, at least five (5) metres from and facing in the opposite direction to the articles.

The Judge or Steward will offer the designated articles to the Handler. Judging commences at this point. Immediately after receiving the article, and before imparting his scent, the Handler must show and say the number to the Judge. The Handler's scent must be imparted only from his hands which must remain in plain sight at all times for the duration of the scent discrimination exercise. The Handler must not show the article to the dog.

On order from the Judge, the Handler must immediately surrender the article to the Judge or Steward who will place it among the other articles either on the ground or on the mat as requested by the Handler. The Judge or Steward must not touch the scented article. On order from the Judge, the Handler and the dog will turn and face the articles. On further order, the Handler may place his hand gently over the dog's nose and may give a command to retrieve.

The dog must go to the articles at a brisk pace, but may take a reasonable time to select the right one provided that he works smartly and continuously and does not pick up any article other than the one designated. After picking up the correct article, the dog must promptly return and sit directly in front of the Handler, and hold the article until given a command to surrender.

The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handlers command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position, sit and remain in that position. The Judge will take the article from the Handler and state 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished'.

Orders from Judge:

'Take up Position', 'Select your Article', 'Thank You', 'About Turn', 'Send (Send Your Dog)', 'Take it', 'Finish', 'Part Exercise Finished', 'Exercise Finished', 'Article Correct ' or 'Article Incorrect'.

Rationale: Option 1

These changes reduce the number of articles selected from three to two and delete finishes.

Many triallers have complained that requiring the dog to retrieve three articles is excessive and that requiring the dog to retrieve two articles would be a sufficient test of the dog’s abilities and training. This change will also bring this exercise into line with the Speak on Command and Food Refusal exercises which were reduced from three parts to two parts in the last Rule change.

This exercise currently requires the dog to sit either at heel or in front a total of twelve (12) times. And there are many more sits during the other exercises in Utility Class. This change would reduce the number of sits in this exercise by half, to a total of six (6). This change does not interfere the Principal Feature of the Exercise. The exercise will be completed when the article is taken by the handler.
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Proposal:   Option 2 – delete all finishes only
Scent Discrimination 
 


Maximum Points: 45

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve.

Description of Exercise:

The dog must select by scent and retrieve an article, which has been handled by its Handler in each of the three tests (i.e. leather, metal and wood). The Handler will select the order in which the different articles are to be retrieved.

Preparation:

(i) On entering the Ring, the Handler must surrender the articles, which must be kept on the Judge's table.

(ii) The Judge must designate one number/letter of each of the sets.

(iii) The remaining 12 articles must be placed by hand and at random at least 150 mm apart by either the Judge or the Steward. The Affiliate conducting the fixture will provide a canvas if requested.

The Exercise:

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will take up position as directed by the Judge, at least five (5) metres from and facing in the opposite direction to the articles.

The Judge or Steward will offer the designated articles to the Handler. Judging commences at this point. Immediately after receiving the article, and before imparting his scent, the Handler must show and say the number to the Judge. The Handler's scent must be imparted only from his hands which must remain in plain sight at all times for the duration of the scent discrimination exercise. The Handler must not show the article to the dog.

On order from the Judge, the Handler must immediately surrender the article to the Judge or Steward who will place it among the other articles either on the ground or on the mat as requested by the Handler. The Judge or Steward must not touch the scented article. On order from the Judge, the Handler and the dog will turn and face the articles. On further order, the Handler may place his hand gently over the dog's nose and may give a command to retrieve.

The dog must go to the articles at a brisk pace, but may take a reasonable time to select the right one provided that he works smartly and continuously and does not pick up any article other than the one designated. After picking up the correct article, the dog must promptly return and sit directly in front of the Handler, and hold the article until given a command to surrender.

The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handlers command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position, sit and remain in that position. The Judge will take the article from the Handler and state 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished'.

Orders from Judge:

'Take up Position', 'Select your Article', 'Thank You', 'About Turn', 'Send (Send Your Dog)', 'Take it', 'Finish', 'Part Exercise Finished', 'Exercise Finished', 'Article Correct ' or 'Article Incorrect'.

Rationale: Option 2

This change only deletes finishes.

This exercise requires the dog to sit either at heel or in front a total of twelve (12) times. And there are many more sits during the other exercises in Utility Class. This change would reduce the number of sits in this exercise to a total of six (6). This change does not interfere the Principal Feature of the Exercise. The exercise is completed when the article is taken by the handler.
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Proposal: Option 3 – only reduce retrieves from three to two
Scent Discrimination 


 Maximum points: 40

Principal Feature:

The dog, on command, to select the correct articles by scent and promptly retrieve.

Description of Exercise:

The dog must select by scent and retrieve an article, which has been handled by its Handler in each of the two three tests (i.e. leather or metal or wood). The Judge will decide which two of the three articles will be used. The Handler will select the order in which the different articles are to be retrieved.

Preparation:

(i) On entering the Ring, the Handler must surrender the articles, which must be kept on the Judge's table.

      (ii) The Judge must designate one number/letter of each of the sets.

      (iii) The remaining 12 articles must be placed by hand and at random at least 150 mm apart by either the Judge or the Steward. The Affiliate conducting the fixture will provide a canvas if requested.

The Exercise:

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will take up position as directed by the Judge, at least five (5) metres from and facing in the opposite direction to the articles.

The Judge or Steward will offer the designated articles to the Handler. Judging commences at this point. Immediately after receiving the article, and before imparting his scent, the Handler must show and say the number to the Judge. The Handler's scent must be imparted only from his hands which must remain in plain sight at all times for the duration of the scent discrimination exercise. The Handler must not show the article to the dog.

On order from the Judge, the Handler must immediately surrender the article to the Judge or Steward who will place it among the other articles either on the ground or on the mat as requested by the Handler. The Judge or Steward must not touch the scented article. On order from the Judge, the Handler and the dog will turn and face the articles. On further order, the Handler may place his hand gently over the dog's nose and may give a command to retrieve.

The dog must go to the articles at a brisk pace, but may take a reasonable time to select the right one provided that he works smartly and continuously and does not pick up any article other than the one designated. After picking up the correct article, the dog must promptly return and sit directly in front of the Handler, and hold the article until given a command to surrender.

The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handlers command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position, sit and remain in that position. The Judge will take the article from the Handler and state 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved.

Rationale: Option 3
This change only reduces the number of articles selected from three to two.

Many triallers have complained that requiring the dog to retrieve three articles is excessive and that requiring the dog to retrieve two articles would be a sufficient test of the dog’s abilities and training. This change will also bring this exercise into line with the Speak on Command and Food Refusal exercises which were reduced from three parts to two parts in the last Rule change.
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Finish'. On the Handlers command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position, sit and remain in that position. The Judge will take the article from the Handler and state 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved.
Proposal: On order from the Judge, the Handler and the dog will turn and face the articles. On further order, the Handler may place his hand gently over the dog's nose and may give a command to retrieve. The dog must go to the articles at a brisk pace, but may take a reasonable time to select the right one provided that he works smartly and continuously and does not pick up any article other than the one designated. After picking up the correct article, the dog must promptly return and sit directly in front of the Handler, and hold the article until given a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge takes the article from the Handler and states 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' followed by 'Take up Position' if further articles are to be retrieved.

Rationale:  There are currently up to 8 Finishes in the Utility Class (8 if the option is Directed Retrieve) so the 3 within the Scent Discrimination could be removed without detriment. 

The handler would at 'Part Exercise Finished' or 'Exercise Finished' and then 'Article Correct' or 'Article Incorrect' then Take up a the position facing away from the articles if more are to be retrieved.
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Scent Discrimination
Orders from Judge:

'Take up Position', 'Select your Article', 'Thank You', 'About Turn ‘, ’Halt', 'Send (Send Your Dog)', 'Take it',

'Finish', 'Part Exercise Finished', 'Exercise Finished', 'Article Correct ' or 'Article Incorrect'.

Deductions:

Zero Score: For a dog which fails on a single command to retrieve the designated article, or refuses to

give up the article, does not deliver to hand, or anticipates the Principal Feature must be marked zero for the particular part of the exercise, and the Judge's Chart endorsed 'Non-Qualifying Score'.

Substantial: For the particular part of the exercise in which the dog is slow in going out or returning, does not work constantly, plays with or excessively mouths the article, picks up the wrong article even though he puts it down immediately, fails to sit, fails to finish, or anticipates the finish.

Minor: For that particular part of the exercise, for minor mouthing or poor sits or finishes and where the article is dropped and immediately picked up without further command, if the Handler drops the article after it has been taken from the dog, fails to sit when about turning, for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Note: A 'non-qualifying' score in a part of this exercise shall be deemed to be a non- qualifying score for the whole of the exercise

Proposal: To add the word Halt in the Orders from the Judge 

Rationale:
At present there is no requirement for the dog to halt on the about turn to face the articles.
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Current: 2nd sentence

The articles must be 150mm long.

Proposal: The articles shall be approximately 150mm long.

Rationale: The use of  “must be 150mm long” infers a very precise measurement (in the range 149.5 to 150.5), and does not provide a reasonable working tolerance. 

NOTE: Articles produced some time ago will, invariably have been made to the old imperial measurement and will be longer than 150mm (most likely 152mm).

Leather articles can shrink over time, particularly if subjected to repeated washing and drying. Therefore these articles will not comply to the existing requirement.
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Current: 3rd sentence

The other dimensions must not exceed: wood 16mm square; leather 25mm wide etc……….

Proposal: The other dimensions must not exceed: wood approximately 16mm square; leather 25mm wide etc……….

Rationale: 16mm square timber is not a commonly available size. The most common size of dressed hardwood stocked by the major timber suppliers is 18mm square.
To trim such timber to comply with the 16mm dimension requires equipment not normally possessed by most handlers.
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5.  (c) Directed Retrieve (Optional)

Current: Description of Exercise
In this exercise the Handler will provide three predominantly white, wrist length cotton work gloves, which must be open and must be approved by the Judge.

The Judge or Steward will then place the three (3) gloves across the end or side of the ring. The Handler with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to and at least twelve (12) metres from where the centre glove is placed. The gloves must not be placed into position until the completion of the previous exercise

The three gloves should be placed in a straight-line approximately one (1) metre from the edge or side of the ring. The distance between neighbouring gloves is approximately six (6) metres. All three gloves must be clearly and equally visible to the dog when the Handler turns to face the glove designated by the Judge. The Handler should be able to look over their shoulder to check where the gloves are placed before turning around to face the gloves.

The gloves shall be designated 'One', 'Two' and 'Three' reading from left to right when the Handler turns and faces the gloves. The Judge will give the order 'One', 'Two', or 'Three' and then order the Handler to 'About Turn'. The Handler will give the command to Heel, and then turn in place, right or left, to face the designated glove. The Handler will come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel. The Handler must not touch the dog, nor reposition the dog.

The Judge will then order 'Send (Send Your Dog)'. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated glove with a single motion of either the left or the right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the glove at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it.

The dog must sit directly in front of the Handler and hold the glove until the Judge orders 'Take it' when the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handler's command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

The exercise shall consist of a single retrieve, each glove being used approximately the same number of times. However if circumstances warrant, the Judge may alter the order or elect to use the same glove.

Proposal: 5. (c) Directed Retrieve (Optional)

Description of Exercise

In this exercise the Handler will provide three predominantly white, wrist length cotton work gloves, which must be open and must be approved by the Judge.

The Judge or Steward will then place the three (3) gloves across the end or side of the ring. The Handler with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to and at least twelve (12) metres from where the centre glove is placed. The gloves must not be placed into position until the completion of the previous exercise

The three gloves should be placed in a straight-line approximately one (1) metre from the edge or side of the ring. The distance between neighbouring gloves is approximately six (6) metres. All three gloves must be clearly and equally visible to the dog when the Handler turns to face the glove designated by the Judge. The Handler should be able to look over their shoulder to check where the gloves are placed before turning around to face the gloves.

The gloves shall be designated 'One', 'Two' and 'Three' reading from left to right when the Handler turns and faces the gloves. The Judge will give the order 'One', 'Two', or 'Three' and then order the Handler to 'About Turn'. The Handler will give the command to Heel, and then turn in place, right or left, to face the designated glove. The Handler will come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel. The Handler must not touch the dog, nor reposition the dog.

The Judge will then order 'Send (Send Your Dog)'. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated glove with a single motion of either the left or the right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the glove at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it.

The dog must sit directly in front of the Handler and hold the glove until the Judge orders 'Take it' when the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders 'Finish'. On the Handler's command, the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

The exercise shall consist of a single retrieve, each glove being used approximately the same number of times. However if circumstances warrant, the Judge may alter the order or elect to use the same glove.

The exercise shall consist of a single retrieve, each glove being used approximately the same number of times. The same number glove will be used for every dog in the class in the trial. However if circumstances warrant, the Judge may alter which glove is used. the order or elect to use the same glove.
Rationale: This change brings the UD directed retrieve in line with the similar exercise for Open and UDX. Sometimes the conditions around a particular glove are not similar to those around the others. (eg fixtures behind a glove, shade, dips in the ground etc.)

Having all competitors retrieve the same number glove means a fairer test for all.
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6. Group Examination:
Current: Description of Exercise
This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to the Stay Pegs, which are to be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart, and with their dogs in the stand position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (Leave Your Dog)', the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave their dogs and move forward at least five metres. On further order from the Judge to 'About Turn', the Handlers will about turn and halt on command.

The Judge must approach each dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. This exercise should take no more than three minutes to complete.

The Judge will give the order 'Return (Return to Your Dog)' whereupon the Handlers will return to their dogs. The dogs must remain in the stand position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished' and must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge, to other dogs or to the Handlers.

The Judge may instruct a Steward to watch the other dogs while he conducts the individual examinations and to inform him of any incidents.

If there are insufficient competitors, the Judge will ask the Steward to furnish stand-in dogs to make up a Group. These dogs will not be examined and may be left on lead with their Handlers.

If a dog starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward or the Handler to take the dog away from the other dogs.

Proposal: 6. Group Examination
Description of Exercise:

This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to the Stay Pegs, which are to be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart, and with their dogs in the stand position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (Leave Your Dog)', the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave their dogs and move forward at least approximately five metres. On further order from the Judge to 'About Turn', the Handlers will about turn and halt on command.

The Judge must approach each dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. This exercise should take no more than three minutes to complete.

The Judge will give the order 'Return (Return to Your Dog)' whereupon the Handlers will return to their dogs. The dogs must remain in the stand position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished' and must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge, to other dogs or to the Handlers.

The Judge may instruct a Steward to watch the other dogs while he conducts the individual examinations and to inform him of any incidents.

If there are insufficient competitors, the Judge will ask the Steward to furnish stand-in dogs to make up a Group. These dogs will not be examined and may be left on lead with their Handlers.

If a dog starts to roam, the Judge may instruct a Steward or the Handler to take the dog away from the other dogs.

Rationale: Change distance from “at least” to “approximately”

"At least" means a minimum of 5 metres. However, the judge can choose to send the dog from up to the whole length or breadth of the ring. This is not the intention of the exercise. Handlers have been sent forward much more than 5 metres.
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Group Examination

Current: Orders from Judge
'Leave (Leave Your Dog)', 'About Turn', 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog)', 'Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:
Disqualification For a dog that attacks.

Zero Score For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position.
Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or if Handlers do not leave and return with other Handlers.

Proposal: 
REPLACE BOTH GROUP STAYS (STAND FOR EXAM AND DOWN STAY) WITH THE INDIVIDUAL RING EXERCISE MOVING STAND FOR EXAMINATION
6. MOVING STAND FOR EXAMINATION
Maximum Points: 35 Principal Feature
The dog to Stand on command whilst the Handler is still in motion and to stand steadily until the completion of the exercise and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:
 O n or d er f rom th e Ju d ge ‘Fo rw ar d’ th e Han d l er w i ll comman d th e d og to h eel forw ar d an d Stan d the dog whilst the Handler keeps moving forward. On order from the Judge the Handler will give  the command to the dog to Stand and walk on alone without hesitation until at approximately 5  metres from the dog, the Judge will give the order to about turn and halt. The Handler may give a verbal and / or signal command.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. The Judge will give the order “Return to your dog” whereupon the Handler will return to their dog. The dog must remain in the stand position until the Judge orders “Exercise finished”. The dog must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge.

Orders from Judge:
“Forward’ ‘Stand’ (Stand Your Dog) 'About Turn', 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog) ‘Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:
Disqualification: For a dog that attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position or fails to Stand on the first command. If the dog walks on more than a body length from where it is  commanded to Stand.
Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or for minor parts of the exercise.

Rationale: This exercise will replace the current group stand for examination and group down stay.  We have a duty of care to dogs, handlers, judges and stewards and replacing group exercises is for the betterment of the sport.

The Moving Stand For Examination is a logical lead in to the Positions in Motion exercise in UDX and the increased difficulty justifies the additional score which makes up the combined group stays. The moving stand is an exercise in Rally so is well understood at this level.

This will also enable the ring to finish earlier without the need for stewards to gather either competing or stand in dogs for the groups. Logistically the class can finish and Handlers in other rings are not having to juggle stays and Judges and stewards are not kept waiting.
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Proposal: Delete Group Examination and Down Stay exercises

Current : GROUP EXAMINATION 
 Maximum points: 10

5 Min DOWN STAY – HANDLER OUT OF SIGHT 
 Maximum points: 25

Insert new Moving Stand for Examination exercise

Moving Stand for Examination 
 


Maximum Points: 30
Principal Feature

This is an individual exercise.

The dog to Stand on command whilst the Handler is still in motion and to stand steadily until the completion of the exercise and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’, the Handler will command the dog to heel forward. On further order from the Judge ‘Stand (Stand your Dog)’, the Handler may command the dog to Stand and will walk on alone without hesitation. When the handler has walked approximately five (5) metres from the dog, the Judge will give the order to about turn and halt. The Stand command by the handler may be a verbal command and / or a physical hand signal.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. The Judge will give the order “Return (Return to your dog)” whereupon the Handler will return to their dog.  The dog must remain in the stand position until the Judge orders “Exercise finished”. The dog must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge.

Orders from Judge:
“Forward’, ‘Stand’ (Stand Your Dog) 'About Turn', 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog), 'Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:
Disqualification: For a dog that attacks.
Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, fails to stand on the first command, walks on more than a body length from where it is commanded to stand, fails to remain in position after coming to a stop.

Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or for failure to carry out the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: 
This exercise will replace the current group stand for examination and group down stay.  We have a duty of care to dogs, handlers, judges and stewards and replacing group exercises is for the betterment of the sport.

The new exercise still involves an examination of the dog with the added complexity that the stand will be done while the handler remains in motion.

The Moving Stand for Examination is a logical lead into the Positions in Motion exercise in UDX and the increased difficulty justifies the proposed score of a maximum 30 points.

This will also enable the ring to finish earlier without the need for stewards to gather either competing or stand in dogs for the groups. Logistically the class can finish and Handlers in other rings are not having to juggle stays and judges and stewards are not kept waiting.

Proposed change - Judges Chart – UD Class

Consequential changes will be required to the UD Class Judges Chart
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Proposal: Change

Utility Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

Seek Back 






 30

Directed jumping 





 40

Scent Discrimination 
 



 45

Signal Exercise 





 30 35
(a) Speak on Command- or
(b) Food Refusal-or
(c) Directed Retrieve 




 20

Group Examination Moving Stand for Examination
 10 30

5 Min Down Stay-Handler Out of Sight 
 

 25


TOTAL 
 




200


Less penalty for misbehaviour.

Note: the proposed increase in the maximum points for the Signal Exercise is conditional on the proposed deletion of the Group Examination and the 5 minutes out of sight stay.

The detailed rationale for each of the above proposals is set out after the details of each change set out below.
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Current: 5 Minute – Down Stay – Handler Out Of Sight

Proposal: 

Delete this exercise from Utility and reallocate the points for the Class as follows:

Utility  Class

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be:

1. Seek Back 






30

2. Directed jumping 






40

3. Scent Discrimination 





45

4.Signal Exercise






40

5. (a) Speak on Command-or

    (b) Food Refusal-          or

    (c) Directed Retrieve -





20

6. Group Examination 





25

                                                                              TOTAL     200
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5 min. Down Stay - Handler out of sight
Current: Description of Exercise:

This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to the Stay Pegs which are to be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart, and with their dogs in the down position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (leave Your Dog)', the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave and, accompanied by a Steward, go out of sight of the dogs to a point previously designated by the Judge.

After five (5) minutes from the time the Judge has ordered the Handlers to leave their dogs, the Steward will order 'Return (Return to Your Dog)'. The Handlers must return to their dogs together. The dogs must not move from the down position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished'.

If a dog gets up and starts to roam, the judge may instruct a Steward to take the dog away from the other dogs.

Proposal:  5 Min. 7 Min. Down stay handler out of sight
Description of Exercise:

This is a Group exercise. The Handlers will take up their positions with their right foot next to the Stay Pegs which are to be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart, and with their dogs in the down position. On order from the Judge to 'Leave (leave Your Dog)', the Handlers may give their dogs a command to stay and will immediately leave and, accompanied by a Steward, go out of sight of the dogs to a point previously designated by the Judge.

After five (5) minutes seven (7) minutes from the time the Judge has ordered the Handlers to leave their dogs, the Steward will order 'Return (Return to Your Dog)'. The Handlers must return to their dogs together. The dogs must not move from the down position until after the Judge orders 'Exercise Finished'.

If a dog gets up and starts to roam, the judge may instruct a Steward to take the dog away from the other dogs.

Rationale: Length of stay to be 7 minutes. 

This is a step up from Open which has a 5 minute Down Stay and would be a graduation from 2 minutes in CCD, 3 minutes in Novice and 5 minutes in Open, to 7 minutes in UD.

14. UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT CLASS
14.1 DOGS WEST
Seek Back with Decoy Article

Current: Description of Exercise
4th Paragraph The articles will be placed discreetly on the track by the Judge or Steward whilst the Handler and dog are executing a heel pattern which will contain turns only and a final ‘About Turn’ and ‘Halt’. The decoy article will be scented by the Steward and placed discreetly on the track by the Judge or Steward no closer than five (5) metres from the Handlers scented article.

Proposal: Description of Exercise
To change the wording in the description from ‘no closer than 5 metres’ to ‘app ro ximat ely 5 met res’ 
The articles will be placed discreetly on the track by the Judge or Steward whilst the Handler and dog are executing a heel pattern which will contain turns only and a final ‘About Turn’ and ‘Halt’. The decoy article will be scented by the Steward and placed discreetly on the track by the Judge or Steward approximately 5 metres from the Handlers scented article.
Rationale: The requirement is for the dog to be able to find and discriminate between the handler’s scent and the steward’s scent and retrieve the handler’s scented article.  The expectation shouldn’t be for the dog to potentially search the entire ring which could be quite arduous and unnecessary in the first exercise. The change to approximately 5 metres presents the challenge of the Principle Feature without unnecessary expenditure of effort.
14.2 DOGS QLD

Conflict in the current rules between:  11. Equipment and UDX Seek Back with Decoy - Description of Exercise. 

Current: Equipment states: "The Seek Back Article must not be white or conspicuous in colour, must be the same shape as and dimensions not to exceed those of a Scent discrimination Article.  It may be comprised of any material."  

Proposal: Rule. Change the heading in the index of 11. Equipment:  from Seek Back Article to Seek Back Article/s (UD and UDX)

Rationale:  This definition would then apply to the articles to be used in the Seek Back exercises in both UD and UDX.

14.3 DOGS QLD

Consequential Change:

Current: In the description of exercise for the UDX - Seek Back With Decoy Article, paragraph 2 states: "On entering the ring, the Handler will surrender two (2) identical, different numbered Scent Discrimination Articles, which will be placed on the judge's table. The Judge must designate the article to be scented by the Handler."

Proposal:  

It is Proposal the wording be changed to: "On entering the ring, the Handler will surrender two (2) identical, different numbered Seek Back Articles, which will be placed on the judge's table. The Judge must designate the article to be scented by the Handler, the seek back articles must be the same shape as and dimensions not to exceed those of a Scent discrimination Article."

Rationale: The description of the Seek Back Article in 11. EQUIPMENT does not state the Seek Back Article has to be a Scent Discrimination Article but does state:

 "The Seek Back Article must not be white or conspicuous in colour, must be the same shape as and dimensions not to exceed those of a Scent discrimination Article. It may be comprised of any material."  Nowhere does it state it has to be a Scent Discrimination Article. 

Currently, the description of:  11. Equipment Seek Back Article and the description in paragraph 2 of the Description of Exercise Seek Back Article With Decoy contradict each other:   

“On entering the ring, the Handler will surrender two identical, differently numbered Scent Discrimination articles which will be placed on the Judge’s table.

In the UD Seek Back Exercise paragraph 1 in Description of Exercise states; "The Article will be surrendered on command and placed discreetly on the track by the Judge or Steward..." There is no reference to Scent Discrimination Articles.

This clarification will also allow the handler to have some choice in which type of article he/she may opt to use in UDX. It will also bring it into line with the description of the UD exercise. A large number of handlers would welcome something different and will give handlers more choice. Using a metal article for seek back has its drawbacks as it can be in the hot sun for a period of time at which time a dog shies away from picking up a hot article.

14.4 DOGS QLD

Current: Positions in Motion 




     Maximum Points 40 

Description of Exercise: 

The heeling is done in the same manner as in the Heel Free exercise excluding the ‘Figure Eight’. 

Commands to be by a single verbal OR a physical hand signal (but not both together). A command for the sit position in the ‘In Motion’ section is allowable. 

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’ the Handler will command the dog to heel forward and both will then execute a heeling pattern as directed by the Judge. During normal pace the dog shall be required to be left in the Sit, Stand and Down positions whilst the Handler keeps moving forward. Orders for Positions in Motion will be the same for each dog and will be selected by the Judge. The judge will alert the Handler that a Position in Motion is coming up by naming the position coming up. The Judge will then order ‘Now’ and the Handler may give the appropriate command to the dog and walk on alone without hesitation. The Handler will walk forward until at approximately 5 metres from of the dog, the Judge will give the order to ‘about turn’. The Handler will walk back past the dog’s right hand side until, at approximately 3 metres behind the dog, the Judge will order ‘about turn, collect your dog’. When the Handler is alongside the dog, the dog may be commanded to take up the heel position. 

Orders from the Judge: 

’Forward’, followed by all the orders from the Heel Free exercise (except ‘Figure Eight’) plus the following, which may be given in any sequence, ‘Sit Position Coming Up’, ‘Stand Position Coming Up’, ‘Down Position Coming Up’, each position must be followed by the orders ‘Now’, ‘About Turn’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Collect Your Dog’ ‘Exercise Finished’. 

Deductions: 

Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable, or for a dog that during the Positions in Motion fails to 

either sit, down, stand or remain in position. If the Handler uses a physical hand signal and verbal 

command together. If a handler commands the dog to take up an incorrect position for any of the 

positions in motion. 

Over 50%: If the Handler continually guides the dog or adapts his pace to the dog. 

Substantial: For a Handler who hesitates when leaving the dog, returns past the dog on the left side 

during the Position’s in Motion section. For any double command or failure to Sit, Stand or Down during the heel routine, prolonged commands or slow response to commands. 

Minor: For imperfections in heeling, poor Sits, Stands, Downs and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise. 

Proposal: Positions in Motion 



Description of Exercise 

The heeling is done in the same manner as in the Heel Free exercise excluding 

the ‘Figure Eight’;  and

Sit, Stand and Down positions during the heelwork pattern, other than as Positions in Motion and the final halt. 

Commands are to be given by a single verbal OR a physical hand signal (but not both together).  A command for the sit position in the ‘In Motion’ section is allowable.

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’ the Handler will command the dog to heel forward and both will then execute a heeling pattern as directed by the Judge. During normal pace, on order from the Judge, the dog shall be required to be left in the Sit, Stand and Down positions whilst the Handler keeps moving forward. Orders for Positions in Motion will be the same for each dog and will be selected by the Judge. 

The judge will alert the Handler that a Position in Motion is coming up by naming the position coming up. The Judge will then order ‘Now’ and the Handler may give the appropriate command to the dog and will walk on alone and without hesitation. The Handler will walk forward until, at a distance of approximately 5 metres from of the dog, the Judge will give the order to ‘about turn’. The Handler will walk back past the dog’s right hand side until, at a distance of approximately 3 metres behind the dog, the Judge will order ‘about turn, collect your dog’. When the Handler is alongside the dog, the dog may be commanded to take up the heel position as the Handler continues moving forward. 

Orders from the Judge: 

’Forward’, followed by all the orders from the Heel Free exercise (except ‘Figure Eight’ and Sit, Stand and Down positions other than as part of the Positions in Motion section) plus the following, which may be given in any sequence: ‘Sit Position Coming Up’, ‘Stand Position Coming Up’, ‘Down Position Coming Up’; each position must be followed by the orders ‘Now’, ‘About Turn’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Collect Your Dog’. At the end of the heel routine the judge will call ‘Halt’, ‘Exercise Finished’. 

Deductions 

Zero Score: For a dog which is unmanageable, or for a dog that during the Positions in Motion fails to either sit, down, stand or remain in position. 

If the Handler uses a physical hand signal and verbal command together.

If a Handler commands the dog to take up an incorrect position for any of the Positions in Motion designated by the Judge. 

Over 50%: If the Handler continually guides the dog or adapts his pace to the dog. 

Substantial: For a Handler who hesitates when leaving the dog.

For a handler who returns past the dog on the left side during the Position’s in Motion section. 

For any double command, prolonged command or slow response to a command.   
Minor: For imperfections in heeling, poor Sit, Stand or Down Positions in Motion, and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise. 

Rationale:

The principal feature of this exercise is the dog’s ability to execute required positions in motion. Inclusion of sit, stand and drop positions during other elements of the heeling pattern is unnecessary and dogs at this level have already demonstrated their capacity to perform them in lower classes.
14.5 DOGS QLD

Positions in Motion Exercise
Proposal: New Addition to Deductions - Substantial

(Explanation:  The Handler leaves the dog and commences a position in motion when they have been ordered to do a heel position e.g. ‘stand your dog’ not ‘stand position coming up’.)

Substantial:  for a handler leaving their dog in a position during the heel portion of the exercise.

Rationale:   

At present this can only come under Minor – lesser points of the exercise.  Such a mistake at this level should warrant a Substantial deduction.
14.6 DOGS WEST
Proposal: Description of Exercise
The heeling is done in the same manner as in the Heel Free exercise excluding the ‘Figure Eight’

and positions other than Positions In Motion and the final sit
Orders from the Judge
’Forward’, followed by ‘Sit Position Coming Up’, ‘Stand Position Coming Up’, ‘Down Position Coming Up’, each position must be followed by the orders ‘Now’, ‘About Turn’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Collect Your Dog’ ‘ Hal t’ , ‘Exercise Finished’. Positions may be given in any sequence.
Substantial: For a Handler who hesitates when leaving the dog, returns past the dog on the left side, prolonged commands, slow response to commands or for failing to sit in the final halt
Rationale: This exercise is testing the dog’s ability to execute the required positions in motion. The Principle Feature of the exercise is heelwork with Positions in Motion and it is unnecessary to include sit stand and down positions during the normal heeling pattern as they are not relevant to the principle feature, and have proved they can be done in all the lower classes.
UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT CLASS

The exercise for each dog and the maximum points shall be

Seek Back with Decoy Article 



 30

Positions in Motion 
 




 40

Scent Discrimination-Judges Scent 


 30

Directed Sendaway and Recall 



 30

Distance Control 
 




 30

Multiple Retrieve 
 




 30

Group Examination Moving Stand for Examination 
 10


TOTAL 
 




200


Less penalty for misbehaviour.
14.7 DOGS QLD
Current: Directed Sendaway And Recall 
Principal Feature: 

The dog, on command, to leave the Handler and go to the Nominated Area as directed, to sit, and to come as directed. 

Description of Exercise: 

The dog on command is to be sent away to the Nominated Area and sit as directed, then recalled to heel and continue heeling with the Handler as ordered by the Judge. 

Simultaneous command and signal is permitted. 

The Judge will nominate an area, which will be positioned no closer than three (3) metres from any edge of the ring. 

The Handler will take up a position indicated by the Judge at approximately twenty five (25) metres from the Nominated Area. 

The Handler shall stand the dog in the position indicated by the Judge.

The Judge will then order “Send”. The Handler may give the dog the direction to the Nominated area with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to send will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position. 

The dog must go directly to the Nominated Area at a brisk pace. 

Once the dog is in the Nominated Area, it may sit automatically or the Handler may attract the dog’s attention by using its’ name before giving a command to sit. The Judge will order the Handler to move ‘Forward’ ‘About Turn’ and then perform a ‘Right’ or ‘Left’ Turn. The Judge will order the Handler to ‘Call (Call your Dog)’ either before or after the ‘About Turn’. 

The Handler must be given the ‘About Turn’ no closer than ten (10) metres from the Nominated area. 

Orders from Judge: 

‘Take up Position’, ‘Send’ (Send your Dog)’. ‘Forward’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Call’ (Call your Dog)’, ‘Left or Right Turn’, ‘Halt’, ‘Exercise Finished’. 

Deductions: 

Zero Score: For a dog which needs more than one command to leave the Handler, fails to enter the Nominated Area, fails to sit where sent, sits entirely outside the Nominated Area, fails to go the required distance. For the Handler giving a command to sit whilst the dog is outside the Nominated Area, for a dog that fails to come on the first command or anticipates any part of the Principal Feature. 

Substantial: If a dog is slow going out, slow response to commands, does not go directly to the Nominated Area, does not return to the Handler at a brisk pace, or fails to heel with the Handler after being recalled. 

Minor: For that particular part of the exercise, where the dog is substantially but not entirely within the nominated area. For imperfections in heeling and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise. 

Proposal: 
Directed Sendaway And Recall 
Principal Feature: 

The dog, on command, to leave the Handler and go to the Prescribed Area as directed, to down, and to come as directed. 

Description of Exercise: 

The dog, on command is to be sent away to the Prescribed Area and down as directed, then recalled to heel and continue heeling with the Handler as ordered by the Judge. 

Simultaneous command and signal is permitted. 

The Judge will prescribe an area, which will be positioned no closer than three (3) metres from any edge of the ring. 

The Handler will take up a position indicated by the Judge at approximately twenty five (25) metres from the Prescribed Area. 

The Handler shall stand the dog in the position indicated by the Judge. The Judge will then order “Send”. The Handler may give the dog the direction to the Prescribed area with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to send will be given either simultaneously with, or immediately after the giving of the direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position. 

The dog must go directly to the Prescribed Area at a brisk pace. 

Once the dog is in the Prescribed Area, it may down automatically or the Handler may attract the dog’s attention by using its’ name before giving a command to down. The Judge will order the Handler to move ‘Forward’. The Judge will instruct the handler to do a heel pattern. The heel pattern will include no more than four turns (which may include any or all of Right Turn, Left Turn, Right About Turn, or Left About Turn and which may be repeated).  The Judge will order the Handler to ‘Call (Call your Dog)’ at some point during the heel pattern.  The point where the dog is called must be the same for all dogs. The dog will return to the Handler into the heel position and heel with the Handler until the Judge orders ‘Halt’.

Orders from Judge: 

‘Take up Position’, ‘Send’ (Send your Dog)’. ‘Forward’, (followed by the heeling pattern at normal pace), ‘Call’ (Call your Dog)’, ‘Halt’, ‘Exercise Finished’. 

Deductions: 

Zero Score: For a dog which needs more than one command to leave the Handler, fails to enter the Prescribed Area, fails to down where sent. Goes past the back edge of the Prescribed Area or enters from behind. For the Handler giving a command to down whilst the dog is outside the Prescribed Area, for a dog that fails to come on the first command or anticipates any part of the Principal Feature. 

Substantial: If a dog is slow going out, slow response to commands, does not go directly to the Prescribed Area, does not return to the Handler at a brisk pace, or fails to heel with the Handler after being recalled. 

Minor: For imperfections in heeling and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise. 

Consequential Change:

Equipment

The section on Nominated Area (UDX) will be deleted.

The section on Prescribed Area (UD) will be amended to Prescribed Area (UD and UDX)

Rationale:

Since UDX was first introduced there have been many discussions on how to nominate the area to which the dog will be sent in this exercise.  Initially, a cone was Proposal but it was felt that it would be too difficult for the Judge to determine accurately and fairly that each dog was within the required distance of the cone.  Therefore the four cones were decided upon.  However, this has still proven problematical as, unless the Judge positions themselves carefully or moves forward to check once the dog is in the Nominated Area, with the angle of viewing it is still difficult to make an accurate assessment on where the dog is sitting in relation to the cones when the dog sits on an edge.

Therefore, if we use the ‘box’ as used in UD there can be no doubt whether the dog is ‘in’ or out’.  To differentiate between UD and UDX the dog will be required to ‘down’ in UDX.  Also, to make the exercise more in line with European obedience it is suggested to have more of a heel pattern during which the dog will be recalled.  This also compensates for the lesser difficulty of going to the Prescribed Area as opposed to the Nominated Area.

14.8 DOGS QLD
Proposal: Directed Sendaway with Recall 

New Addition to Deductions – Substantial:

Substantial: fails to sit when the Handler halts.

Rationale: Penalty for dog that does not do an automatic sit when the Handler is halted after the Recall part of the Directed Sendaway with Recall.  At this stage it can only be a Minor – lesser points of the exercise.  Failing to do an automatic sit at UDX level should warrant more than a minor deduction.

14.9 DOGS QLD
Proposal: Directed Sendaway with Recall Exercise

New Addition to Deductions – Zero:

Zero Score: Goes past the back edge of the prescribed area or enters from behind.

Rationale: As this is a higher class than UD so the deduction should be at least the same as UD.

14.10 DOGS QLD
Proposal: Directed Sendaway with Recall Exercise

New Description

Minor: For that particular part of the exercise, where the dog is substantially but not entirely within the nominated area.  For imperfections in heeling and for failure to carry out any of the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale:

This would bring the wording in line with UD box.  The Judge then has the discretion to grade the deductions depending on how much of the dog’s body was within the nominated area.

14.11 DOGS QLD
Current: Distance Control

Description of Exercise:

Commands to be by a single verbal OR physical hand signal (but not both together).

The Judge will order the Handler to take up position at a designated point with the dog in the stand

position.  After the Handler has indicated they are ready, the Judge will order ‘Leave’ (Leave your Dog)’.

The Handler may command the dog to stay and move forward approximately ten (10) metres, and on the Judge’s order ‘About Turn’ and ‘Halt’.  On separate orders from the Judge, the Handler will command the dog to sit, stand or down until six (6) changes of position have been completed. The Judge will decide the order of the positions; the same order is to be completed by each dog. The dog must perform a Sit, Stand and Down at least once. At the completion of the changes of position, the Judge will order ‘Return’ (Return to Your Dog)’.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take Up Your Position’, ‘Are You Ready’, ‘Leave Your Dog’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Halt’, ‘Sit’ (Sit your Dog)’,

‘Stand’ (Stand your Dog)’, ‘Down’ (Down your Dog)’.  These orders may be given in any order. ‘Return’ (Return to Your Dog)’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Proposal Rule: Distance Control

Description of Exercise:

Commands to be by a single verbal OR physical hand signal (but not both together).

The Judge will order the Handler to take up position at a designated point with the dog in the stand

position.  After the Handler has indicated they are ready, the Judge will order ‘Leave’ (Leave your Dog)’.

The Handler may command the dog to stay and move forward approximately ten (10) metres, and on the Judge’s order ‘About Turn’ and ‘Halt’.  On separate orders from the Judge, the Handler will command the dog to sit, stand or down until six (6) changes of position have been completed. The Judge will decide the order of the positions; the same order is to be completed by each dog. The orders may be given by the Judge verbally or by signage which is clearly visible to the competitor.  The Judge will decide which method will be used and the same method will be used for each dog. The dog must perform a Sit, Stand and Down at least once. At the completion of the changes of position, the Judge will order ‘Return’ (Return to Your Dog)’.

Orders from Judge:

‘Take Up Your Position’, ‘Are You Ready’, ‘Leave Your Dog’, ‘About Turn’, ‘Halt’, ‘Sit’ (Sit your Dog)’,

‘Stand’ (Stand your Dog)’, ‘Down’ (Down your Dog)’.  These orders may be given verbally by the Judge or be able to be read by the handler from visible signage.   These orders may be given in any order. ‘Return (Return to Your Dog)’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Rationale: The Judge cannot be accused of speaking too loudly, too softly or not clearly if signage is used.  The competitor is clearly responsible for commanding the dog to do each position. This practice is successfully used overseas in Obedience competitions.
14.12 DOGS ACT
Proposal:  Dog not to face cones:

Distance Control 




Maximum Points: 30

Principal Feature:

The dog to sit, stand and down in response to the Handler’s commands at a distance.

Description of Exercise:

Commands to be by a single verbal OR physical hand signal (but not both together). The Judge will order the Handler to take up position at a designated point where the dog is not facing the Nominated Area, with the dog in the stand position.  After the Handler has indicated they are ready, the Judge will order ‘Leave’ (Leave your Dog)’. The Handler may command the dog to stay and move forward approximately ten (10) metres, and on the Judge’s order ‘About Turn’ and ‘Halt’.  On separate orders from the Judge, the Handler will command the dog to sit, stand or down until six (6) changes of position have been completed.  The Judge will decide the order of the positions; the same order is to be completed by each dog.  The dog must perform a Sit, Stand and Down at least once.  At the completion of the changes of position, the Judge will order ‘Return’ (Return to Your Dog)’.

Rationale: The Distance Control exercise immediately follows the Directed Sendaway and Recall exercise.

At the beginning of the Directed Sendaway and Recall exercise, the dog takes up position standing facing the cones that make up the Nominated Area.

At the beginning of the Distance Control exercise, the dog takes up position standing facing the direction nominated by the Judge.

Some Judges will require the dogs to face the cones at the beginning of the Distance Control exercise.

In this situation, experienced UDX handlers have indicated that dogs can be confused about what exercise they are performing and have moved off their position when given the first position change by the handler.

Most Judges do not require the dog to be facing the cones in the Distance Control exercise.

14.13 DOGS NSW

Multiple Retrieve 
Current: Description of Exercise:

This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only.

The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to, and at approximately twelve (12) metres from where the centre article is to be placed. The Judge or Steward will then place three articles in a straight line with the articles approximately six (6) metres apart, tongs may be used. Articles to be placed approximately one (1) metre from the edge of the ring. The Handler should be able to look over his shoulder to watch where the articles are placed. Preferably articles and markers should not be visible to the dog at the commencement of the exercise.

The positions should be designated ‘One’ ‘Two’ ‘Three’ reading from left to right when the Handler turns to face them.

The Judge will give the order ‘One’ Two’ or ‘Three’ and then order the Handler to ‘About Turn’. The Judge will decide the order for each dog. The same two (2) articles must be used for all dogs in that class. The Handler will give the command to Heel, then turn in place, right or left, and come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel and facing the designated position. The Handler must not touch or reposition the dog.

The Judge will order ‘Send’ (Send Your Dog)’. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated position with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with or immediately after the giving of direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the designated article at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it. The dog must sit directly in front of its Handler and hold the article until the judge orders ‘Take it’ whereupon the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders ‘Finish’. On the Handler’s command the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

The Judge will state ‘Part Exercise Finished’ or ‘Exercise Finished’, followed by ‘Take up position’ if further articles are to be retrieved. Should the dog retrieve the wrong article, or does not retrieve an article where further articles are to be retrieved, the Steward will replace the article and remove the article to be retrieved in that test once the Judge orders ‘Take up Position’ for the next part of the exercise.

Praise may be given to the dog between parts of the test. The same procedure will be followed in each section of the test.

Proposal:  Multiple Retrieve
Description of Exercise:

This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only.

The Handler will provide three leather Scent 

Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to, and a 

approximately twelve (12) metres from where the centre article is to be placed. The Judge or Steward will then place three articles in a straight line with the articles approximately six (6) metres apart, tongs may must be used. Articles to be placed approximately one (1) metre from the edge of the ring. The Handler should be able to look over his shoulder to watch where the articles are placed. Preferably articles and markers should not be visible to the dog at the commencement of the exercise.

The positions should be designated ‘One’ ‘Two’ ‘Three’ reading from left to right when the Handler turns to face them.

The Judge will give the order ‘One’ Two’ or ‘Three’ and then order the Handler to ‘About Turn’. The Judge will decide the order for each dog. The same two (2) articles must be used for all dogs in that class. The Handler will give the command to Heel, then turn in place, right or left, and come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel and facing the designated position. The Handler must not touch or reposition the dog.

The Judge will order ‘Send’ (Send Your Dog)’. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated position with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with or immediately after the giving of direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the designated article at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it. The dog must sit directly in front of its Handler and hold the article until the judge orders ‘Take it’ whereupon the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders ‘Finish’. On the Handler’s command the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

The Judge will state ‘Part Exercise Finished’ or ‘Exercise Finished’, followed by ‘Take up position’ if further articles are to be retrieved. Should the dog retrieve the wrong article, or does not retrieve an article where further articles are to be retrieved, the Steward will replace the article and remove the article to be retrieved in that test once the Judge orders ‘Take up Position’ for the next part of the exercise.

Praise may be given to the dog between parts of the test. The same procedure will be followed in each section of the test.
Rationale: Tongs must be used when placing articles

The dog has had to reject the steward's scent of a similar article in the seek back with decoy. If the articles are placed with hands by the steward then it can be confusing to the dog after having to reject the same scent in the seek back with decoy exercise. Using tongs, there can be no confusion.

14.14 DOGS WEST

Proposal: Multiple Retrieve
Principal Feature: 

The dog to retrieve the designated gloves on command. 
Description of Exercise:

This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only

The Handler will provide three predominately white wrist length cotton work gloves which must be open and approved by the judge
The dog must retrieve a glove in each of the two (2) tests.
The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to, and at approximately twelve (12) metres from where the centre glove is to be placed. The Judge or Steward will then place three gloves in a straight line with the gloves approximately six (6) metres apart. Gloves to be placed approximately one (1) metre from the edge of the ring. The Handler should be able to look over his shoulder to watch where the gloves are placed. The positions should be designated ‘One’ ‘Two’ ‘Three’ reading from left to right when the Handler turns to face them.

The Judge will give the order ‘One’ Two’ or ‘Three’ and then order the Handler to ‘About Turn’. The Judge will decide the order for each dog. The same two (2) gloves must be used for all dogs in that class. The Handler will give the command to Heel, then turn in place, right or left, and come to a halt with the dog sitting at heel and facing the designated position. The Handler must not touch or reposition the dog.

The Judge will order ‘Send’ (Send Your Dog)’. The Handler will give the dog the direction to the designated glove with a single motion of either the left or right hand and arm. The Handler may bend the body and knees to the extent necessary in giving the direction to the dog. The command to retrieve will be given either simultaneously with or immediately after the giving of direction, after which the Handler will stand erect in a natural position.

The dog will go directly to and retrieve the designated glove article at a brisk pace, without unnecessary mouthing or playing with it. The dog must sit directly in front of its Handler and hold the glove until the judge orders ‘Take it’ whereupon the Handler may give a command to surrender. The dog must remain sitting in front of the Handler until after the Judge orders ‘Finish’. On the Handler’s command the dog must go briskly to the heel position and sit.

The Judge will state ‘Part Exercise Finished’ or ‘Exercise Finished’, followed by ‘Take up position’ if a further glove is to be retrieved. Should the dog retrieve the wrong glove, or does not retrieve a glove where a further glove is to be retrieved, the Steward will replace the glove and remove the glove to be retrieved in that test once the Judge orders ‘Take up Position’ for the next part of the exercise. Praise may be given to the dog between parts of the test. The same procedure will be followed in each section of the test.

Rationale: CHANGING FROM LEATHERS TO GLOVES. In the UD exercise the dog has to retrieve one glove. By making this exercise two gloves it has demonstrated a higher level of training. To retrieve an article which neither the dog nor handler can see without a redirect is unreasonable. If the handler cannot see the article then they are unable to accurately point to it and given the distance and angles involved it is too easy to send the dog incorrectly. This is not a blind retrieve exercise as performed in gun dog tests as in those tests handlers are allowed to alter their dog’s position once facing the direction. This is not allowed in obedience tests. The test is also inherently unfair on the small breed of dogs. At present large dogs such as GSDs only travel a short distance before being able to see the leather article, the medium size dogs have to go approximately four metres before sighting the leather, and the small dogs are almost on top of the article before seeing it. No test in obedience should favour certain breeds. We are one of the few countries in the world that has so many different breeds competing, we should be proud of this and work to keep it fair for all breeds.
14.15 DOGS VIC
Multiple Retrieve

Proposal: Description of Exercise
The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be any colour including white or black and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests…. 

The remainder of the description remains the same.

Rationale:  White is included separately as it is not a colour.  But black is not included in the description and is not a colour either.  Black is a natural leather hue, therefore should be included as an option.
14.16 DOGS QLD
Multiple Retrieve Exercise
Proposal:  New Addition to Deductions – Zero
Zero Score: for a dog that goes to the place where an article had previously been.

Rationale: At times dogs have gone towards the spot where it would be an incorrect article – but there is no article there having been previously retrieved or removed.  The dog keeps looking and eventually finds and retrieves the correct article.  The exercise is not a seek back.  It is a directed retrieve.  
14.17 DOGS ACT

Proposal: Clarify whether articles can be visible

Multiple Retrieve: 
 



Maximum Points: 30

Principal Feature:

The dog to retrieve the designated articles on command.

Description of Exercise:

This exercise consist of two (2) retrieves only The Handler will provide three leather Scent Discrimination articles that may be white or any colour and may be numbered. The articles must not be covered with any material or painted. The dog must retrieve an article in each of the two (2) tests.

The Handler, with the dog sitting at heel, will stand in the ring facing in the opposite direction to, and at approximately twelve (12) metres from where the centre article is to be placed. The Judge or Steward will then place three articles in a straight line with the articles approximately six (6) metres apart, tongs may be used.  Articles to be placed approximately one (1) metre from the edge of the ring. The Handler should be able to look over his shoulder to watch where the articles are placed.  Preferably aArticles and markers should not be visible to the dog at the commencement of the exercise. However, if it is not feasible, after reasonable attempts, to place the articles so that they are all not visible to the dog, then all articles should be clearly and equally visible to the dog at the commencement of the exercise.

Rationale: This exercise was probably intended to be a blind retrieve exercise.

However, it is not aways possible to ensure that all the articles are not visible to the dog at the commencement of the exercise.

The proposed change removes ambiguity about the purpose of this exercise.

However, if after attempting to make all articles not visible to the dog, one or more articles are still visible, the proposal is that all articles should then be made clearly and equally visible.
14.18 DOGS WEST
Current: Group Examination



Maximum Points 10
Principal Feature:
This is a group exercise. The dog is to stand steadily off the lead until the completion of the exercise and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:
On the order to ‘Take Up Your Position’ the Handlers will command their dog to stand in the heel position with their right foot next to the Stay Pegs, which are to be placed in a line approximately two and a half (2.5) metres apart. The Handlers will be asked ‘Are You Ready’. The next command will be ‘Leave (Leave Your Dogs)’ whereupon the Handlers may give their dog a command to stay and walk approximately ten (10) metres and halt as directed, with their backs to the dogs.

The Handlers are not permitted to look over their shoulders at the dogs.

The Judge will approach each dog from the right or left front not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth or tail must not be examined. An approximate time of three (3) minutes should be sufficient for this exercise. After the dogs have been examined the Handlers will be ordered to return to their dogs. Dogs must remain in position until after the Judge orders ‘Exercise Finished’.

If there are insufficient competitors, the Judge will ask the Steward to furnish stand-in dogs to make up a Group. These dogs will not be examined and may be left on lead with their Handlers.

Orders from Judge:
‘Take Up Your Position’, ‘Are You Ready’, ‘Leave (Leave Your Dogs)’, ‘Halt’, ‘Return (Return To Your Dogs)’, ‘Exercise Finished’.

Deductions:
Disqualification: For a dog which attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog that shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position. For Handlers that look over their shoulders at their dogs.

Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or if the Handlers do not leave and return with other Handlers.

Proposal: Remove Group Stays and Replace with Moving Stand for Examination

Moving Stand for Examination
Maximum Points: 10 

Principal Feature:

The dog to Stand on command whilst the Handler is still in motion and to stand steadily until the completion of the exercise and not show undue resentment or shyness.
Description of Exercise:
On order from the Judge ‘Fo rw ar d’ th e Han d l er w i ll comman d th e d og to h eel forw ar d an d   Stand the dog whilst the Handler keeps moving forward. On order from the Judge the  Handler will give the command to the dog to Stand and walk on alone without hesitation until at approximately 5 metres from the dog, the Judge will give the order to halt. The Handler may give a verbal and / or signal command.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge  will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. The Judge will give the order “Return to your dog” whereupon the Handler will about turn and return to their dog. The dog must remain in the stand position until the Judge orders “Exercise finished”. The dog must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge.

Orders from Judge:

 “ Fo rw ar d ’ ‘Stand ’ (Stand Your Dog), 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog) ‘Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:
Disqualification: For a dog that attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, breaks from position or fails to Stand on the first command. If the dog walks on more than a body length from where it is  commanded to Stand.
Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or for minor parts of the exercise.

Rationale: This exercise will replace the current group stand for examination. We have a duty of care to dogs, handlers, judges and stewards and replacing group exercises is for the betterment of the sport.

The change to an individual exercise in the ring work will enable the ring to finish earlier without the need for stewards to gather either competing or stand in dogs for the groups. Logistically the class can finish and handlers in other rings are not having to juggle stays and Judges and stewards are not kept waiting.
14.19 DOGS ACT
Proposal: Delete Group Examination Exercise
Insert new Moving Stand for Examination exercise

Moving Stand for Examination 


 Maximum Points: 10

Principal Feature

This is an individual exercise.

The dog to Stand on command whilst the Handler is still in motion and to stand steadily until the completion of the exercise and not show undue resentment or shyness.

Description of Exercise:

On order from the Judge ‘Forward’, the Handler will command the dog to heel forward. On further order from the Judge ‘Stand (Stand your Dog)’, the Handler may give command to the dog to Stand and will walk on alone without hesitation. When the handler has walked approximately five (5) metres from the dog, the Judge will give the order to about turn and halt. The Stand command by the handler may be a verbal command and / or a physical hand signal.

The Judge must approach the dog from the right or left front, but not direct front. The Judge will physically examine the dog’s head, body, legs and hindquarters only. The mouth and tail must not be examined. The Judge will give the order “Return (Return to your dog)” whereupon the Handler will return to their dog.  The dog must remain in the stand position until the Judge orders “Exercise finished”. The dog must not show undue resentment or shyness to the Judge.

Orders from Judge:

“Forward’, ‘Stand’ (Stand Your Dog) 'About Turn', 'Halt', 'Return (Return to Your Dog), 'Exercise Finished'.

Deductions:
Disqualification: For a dog that attacks.

Zero Score: For a dog which shows an obvious tendency to attack, fails to stand on the first command, walks on more than a body length from where it is commanded to stand, fails to remain in position after coming to a stop.

Minor: For a dog that moves its feet, for poor stands, or for failure to carry out the lesser points of the exercise.

Rationale: This exercise will replace the current group stand for examination.  We have a duty of care to dogs, handlers, judges and stewards and replacing group exercises is for the betterment of the sport.

The new exercise still involves an examination of the dog with the added complexity that the stand will be done while the handler remains in motion.

This will also enable the ring to finish earlier without the need for stewards to gather either competing or stand in dogs for the groups. Logistically the class can finish and Handlers in other rings are not having to juggle stays and judges and stewards are not kept waiting.

Proposed change - Judges Chart – UDX Class
Consequential changes will be required to the UDX Class Judges Chart


